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FEEL ATTRACTIVE” 

SHE SAYS. SO WHO IS 
ANYONE TO JUDGE MET 
BY JENNIFER GARCIA 


md 
ART STREIBER 





пл 32N39V/83J2NDI 3А331$ O 


Samantha 





Beth Yarnelle Edwards © 2001 





would you believe me 

if i said the world is ending 

and we are all hurling 

headlong into cosmic cataclysmic conflict 
explosions like the surface of the sun? 


would you laugh 

if i looked you in the eye 

told you that i loved you plain 

kissed your confounded cheek a last goodbye? 


would you scoff 

if i invoked the prophets 

scroll-bound words mysterious of long ago, 
Daniel's dreams, John’s visions, Isaiabs anger, 
ages of melted iron, broken brass, crumbling clay, 
and at last, the last nation to fall? 


would you think me a lunatic, 

a fool howling at the moon, a maniac on the manic streets, 

unsayer of unsooths, unshaven meth-laced face crying only insanities, 
deluded profanities, 

no credence finding in calls of baptism and clear water revival? 


would you pity me 

my delusions, 

counter tongue with a higher sanity and all the signs of ordinary: 
blue skies, subways on time, shopping bags red, 

open for business and all the grande mochaccinos? 


Dear Friend, Please conclude: 

i am lucid, my eyes are clear blue 
the world is ending 

and it is nearly time 

to say goodbye to you. 


‘Andrew Tuplin 





In this issue we're going to knock your latte off 
the table and demand to know what entitles 
you to live a bloated, five-planet lifestyle at a 

time like this. We're throwing down the gauntlet 
and asking you, what will it take not only to 
wake you up and change the way you live, but 

to inspire you to become a meme warrior for a 

civilization-wide reboot? 





am 
Once your phony, socially constructed 
self dies, who will you be? 


eyewear 











Зена describes how we have Ба еа 
against nature to build Western civilization. 
This attitude is familiar to us all from our 
education. Our history is portrayed as an 
epic, heroic journey from a primitive, dark 
world of ignorance to a brighter world 


of ever-increasing knowledge, freedom 
and well-being. This progress was made 
possible by the birth of human reason and 
the modern mind - it's all about onwards 
and upwards. Some people call this our 
“Myth of Progress? 





Photo and caption from the NewYork Times, January 29, 2010 





Priorities: Caroline Cua's collection of iPhone apps is tiny compared to her stash of shoes 


My client Rosie has come into therapy because of relationship difficulties. She reveals after some 
‘weeks that both she and her partner spend their entire leisure time drinking heavily and taking 
drugs. She denies that this is a problem and tells me that it is the norm among her peer group of 
thirtysomethings. She and her partner have meaningful work lives and a close circle of friends. I am 
rather puzzled by her “wipeout” behavior, which I would normally associate with deep despair. 

We explore the issues up and down, round and round, for some weeks. In a moment of wild think- 
ing I ask, “What do you feel about the future?” “We're completely fucked,” Rosie replies. 

I swallow a gasp and ask her what she means. She explains that we humans do not stand a 
chance. As we consume and pollute the earth, causing climate change and widespread destruction, 
our future looks so very bleak. After we explore this further, I tentatively ask if she thinks there is a 
connection between this and her drinking. “Oh definitely,” she replies. “Why not drink and do drugs? 
There's no future. We might as well go out having a party." 


Магујаупе Rust, from Ecotherapy: Healing with Nature in Mind. 
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While few people would now deny the reality of climate change and environmental 
crisis, many people are still turning a blind eye to the situation we face. We are hav- 
ing great difficulty in making even the simplest of changes to our lives. The global 
scale of our crisis is overwhelming, and it is easy to feel apathetic in response. It is 
even easier when our consumer lifestyles keep us well within our comfort zones. 

When we do allow ourselves to feel, we might find a whole range of strong emo- 
tions, such as anxiety and fear about the future, despair at our lack of political will, 
grief for so many losses, guilt that we continue to be part of the cause, and more. 
While therapy has helped us to become more emotionally literate interpersonally, 
we are still a very "stiff upper lip" culture in the UK in relation to the bigger picture. 
When we block out our feelings, we lose touch with the urgency of crisis. 

As therapists we know that blocked feelings do not just go away. Take our guilt, 
for example; it is easy to project guilt onto environmental activists and then make 
fun of them as earnest, bearded killjoys. Overwhelming guilt about the damage we 
have done can block our thinking and make us very defensive. 

Exploring further, we find that our fantasies about living sustainably are split be- 
tween deprivation, anger and idealism. For some, the green life conjures an image of 
the frugal old aunt who shivers in winter because she won't turn her heating on, and 
who reuses everything. This speaks of deprivation and masochism, as well as guilt 
and judgment. Allied with this are images of finger-wagging eco-missionaries, envi- 
ronmentalists who are seen to be full of anger and judgment. The flip side of this is 
the fantasy of living the good and virtuous green life, “БасК to nature" made out to 
be purer than pure. It's seen as an escape from "real" life, a head-in-the-clouds hip- 


pie existence. 


Mary-Jayne Rust. Excerpted from "Climate on the Couch; Psychotherapy and 
Politics International, 2008. For the full version, visit mjrust.net. 


Boxeríshorts from Hugo Boss are tighter 
aroundithe legs than Calvin Klein's 











Julika Rudelius 
Sills from Tagged, 2005 
Three-channelvideo installation: 
three synchronized projections with 





with English subtitles. 
Allimages courtesy the artist 





The Scent of A Man 


In the arena of male toiletries, scents can be divided into three categories: cologne, 
aftershave and deodorant. Cologne is a perfume and is used solely for reasons of 
beautification. Aftershave is a scent that may contain an antiseptic agent and is to be 
used after a man shaves. Deodorant, the most common of male scent products, is ap- 
plied to mask body odor. Aftershave was originally sold on its benefits - it gave you a 
smooth shave and a scent that made you smell like a man should smell. Deodorant, 
on the other hand, provided protection from the body's natural tendency toward un- 
sightly stains and undesired odors. 

But starting in the late 6os, marketers discovered that it was far more effective to 
sell aftershave to men vis-à-vis their relations with women: If you use Brand X after- 
shave, women will like you. Not only that, they will have sex with you ... Lots of it. 

Deodorant, however, continued to be sold on the basis of “protection” — if you 
don't use deodorant, you will fall victim to perspiration and will consequently be 
viewed as a degenerate by your contemporaries. Up to the 905, most of the ads for de- 
odorant featured a succession of shots with people raising their arms to reveal either 
a disgusting wet stain or a socially commendable dry underarm, illustrating the con- 
fidence enjoyed by those who used deodorant versus the embarrassment of the bar- 
barian hordes who don't. 

They were simple times. To ensure that you got laid, you used aftershave. То 
maintain confidence in the workplace and on the sports field, you used deodorant. A 
smooth, scented face peels off the panties and a dry, crisp underarm ensures success. 

But at the turn of the century, the situation became more complicated. When the 
idea of *metrosexuality" gained momentum, toiletry marketers seized upon the gen- 
der shift as an opportunity to expand their role in engineering the male identity, as 
they had done so well with women for decades. The toiletry industry exploded and the 
number of scents in the young male's cabinet grew exponentially. 

The man of yore was basic, even elemental. He worked, played sports and made 
love to women. The new man of the 21st century, however, is infinitely complex. He 
shops, plucks his eyebrows, gets $60 haircuts and requires a far more diverse selec- 
tion of scented products in order to achieve the status of *man." 








The industry standards of Old Spice and Right Guard were replaced with Axe. 
Rather than champion a man’s ability to achieve success in the workplace and the 
bedroom, Axe brought in a new school of thought toward male marketing: treat them 
like women, prey on their insecurities. 

The 20th-century man's aftershave reflected his masculinity, but Axe is that mas- 
culinity. You cannot achieve macho without buying all of their available products: not 
just aftershave and deodorant but also shower gel, skin care, one-off pocket-sized 
body shots, scrub tools, hair gel and so forth. 

The logic of the “smooth, clean shaven face” was extended to the entire body, al- 
lowing the toiletry industry — Unilever in Axe's case - to turn every part of the male 
physiology into real estate for their products. The subtlety of previous manly scents 
has been replaced with an overt stench: the rank smell of chemical machismo. 

It's completely psychological — your typical Madison Avenue plot to further com- 
modify the human identity. What's troublesome for the modern man is that the scent 
product no longer reflects his manhood ... It has become the source. 


Douglas Haddow 
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Who grows your food? How far does it travel to get to 
your table? Who prepares and cooks it? How quickly 


or slowly do you eat? Do you find yourself eating too 


much, too little? Do you eat alone, with strangers or 
with loved ones? In the car or at the table? 


Spain 
` Bans 
Body 
Image 
Ads 


Spain is stepping up to the 
plate to take a swing at cult- 
of-the-body commercials. 
Ads for plastic surgery, 
slimming products and some 
beauty treatments will be 
banned from the airwaves 
during the day and in prime 
time. They will be allowed only 
after 10:00 pm. a hit the 
Spanish government believes 
will help check the spread 
of anorexia and bulimia. 
Advocates have successfully 
argued that these ads coerce 
young women into believing 
their worth depends entirely 
on their weight or looks, a be- 
lief the Spanish government 
does not want to support. 
Spain began its body im- 
age crusade in 2006, making 
it impossible for underweight 
*heroin-chic* models to find 
work during Spanish fash- 
ion week. This action mirrors 
other European initiatives to 
promote a positive body im- 
age. There are now manda- 
tory minimum BMI standards 
for runway models across 
the UK, and France has 
completely banned adver- 
tisements for breast augmen- 
tation, facelifts and all other 
plastic surgery. 


Chris Urquhart 





Ivonne Thein 


Working as a commercial photog- 
rapher for German fashion mag- 
azines, lvonne Thein has been 
confronted with the stylized stan- 
dards that define haute couture im- 
age. In her series Thirty-Two Kilos, 
Thein trains an unflinching lens on 
the grotesque spectacle we have 
come to call beauty. The images 
are constructed using the same vi- 
sual devices used to create fashion 
photographs – the same austere 
composition, stark figures and 
leaden sense of ennui. Computer 
edited to exaggerate already rail- 
thin models, the photographs fea- 
ture subjects whittled to skin and 
bone. They are mere mannequins 
twisted into nightmarish poses, 
their faces obscured and their 
identities irrelevant. 





PREVIOUS PAGE. 
Ivonne Thein, ооз (32kg), C-Printon 
Alo-Dibond, 2006-2008, 80x 55 em, ed. 
THISPAGE 

Nonne Thein, oT. o3 Gakg),C-Printon 
Al-Dibond, 1006-1008, 120x82 em, ed 
Nonne Thein, oT, 14 akg), C-Printon 
Ali-Dibond, 2006-1, 55 x Socm,ed.4 








Allimagesas courtesy Galerie Voss, 
Dusseldorf 
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fe ECØPEYCHO LOGY 


Ever since the Enlightenment, technological civili- 
zation has assumed a clear divide between the pre- 
sumably “exterior” world of material nature and 
the presumably “interior” world of the mind and 
emotions. In Europe and North America we have 
lived with this division for several long centuries, 
and it has taken a tremendous toll - on ourselves, 
on our relationships and on the animate earth. 
around us. Nevertheless, the bifurcation persists 
today. For instance, the science of ecology studies 
the external realm of earthly interactions, while 
psychology ponders and ministers to the internal 
realm of our mental life. 


As its name implies, ecopsychology (or ecological 
psychology) neatly explodes the age-old divide be- 
tween mind and matter, between the psyche “in 
here” and nature “out there.” Ecopsychology sug- 
gests that the psyche cannot really be understood 
as a distinct dimension isolated from the sensu- 
ous world that materially enfolds us, and indeed 
that earthly nature can no longer be genuinely 
understood as a conglomeration of objects and ob- 
jective processes independent of subjectivity and 
sentience. 


David Abrams, from the foreword to Radical Ecopsychology: 


Psychology in the Service of Life, Andy Fisher 


д MEW VOCABULARY 


Our natural rhythms – sleep patterns, biochemical patterns and 
menstrual cycles — can become disordered by environmental pol- 
lution. Our mental well-being is similarly affected by threats to 
environmental health, As the natural world degrades, we are con- 
fronted by increased levels of anxiety and feelings of despair and 
an overwhelming sense of powerlessness and grief. 

Glenn Albrecht, E.O. Wilson and other ecopsychologists have 
developed new language to capture this emerging class of human 
experience, 


Two SEMINAL Books 


Global Dread: A pervasive apprehension about the state of 
the natural world. ! Ч 

~ —Ecoparalysis: The sense that our problems are insurmount- 
able. Most of us know that changing our lightbulbs isn't adequate 
to address the scale of what is taking place and this manifests it- 
self as apathy, complacency and disengagement. 

-  Solastalgia: A new strain of homesickness. The emotional 

pain you experience and the loss of hope you have about the fu- 

; ture when you find out that your home — the place you live in and 
love — is under immediate assault and may soon no longer exist. 
Biophilia: Literally a “love of life or living systems; this term 
speaks to the instinctive, primal bond between humans and nature. 
Soliphilia: An all-encompassing love for the whole that mani- 
fests as unity and solidarity. A collective and proactive response to 
the death of nature. x 





_ j HIROSHI HAMAYA/MAGNUM PHOTOS 











пл 39N39V/YIXINNI 3А331$ © 


I CAN'T KEEP UP WITH MY GRANDFATHER. 

Whenever I see him, he's rushing off to the gym, going on a fishing trip or 
taking his "baby doll" out on a date. My grandfather is 87 (his baby doll is 
90) and he's one of the happiest people I know. At 32, my gleeful disposition 
seems to decrease in inverse proportion to my years, and I’m left wondering 
how my grandfather, who grew up poor in Hell's Kitchen and fought over- 
seas, is so much more youthful and energetic than I am. 

Psychologist Martin Seligman conducted two studies in the 705 in which 
people of different age groups were asked about depression. Comparing the 
responses of different generations, Seligman found that younger people were 
far more likely to have experienced depression than older people. In fact, one 
study found that those born in the middle third of the 20th century were ten 
times more likely to suffer from severe depression than those born in the first 
third. So statistically, my grandfather is more likely to be happy than me. 

1 don't get it. I was the first kid on my block to have a Nintendo. I gota car 
on my 16th birthday. I didn't have to work a single day in college (unless you 
count selling homemade bongs at Phish concerts). My grandfather grew up 
with nothing. He had to drop out of high school during the Depression to 
help his family get by, earning money shining the shoes of drunks at local 
saloon. Why is my generation, one of relative privilege and wealth, experi- 
encing higher rates of depression than any previous generation? 





I turned to French phi- 
losopher Jean Baudrillard for some il- 
lumination on this conundrum. It seems that in the 19th 
century, for the first time in history, humans began to require observ- 
able proof of happiness. According to Baudrillard, happiness became some- 
thing that had to be measurable in terms of material gain, something that would be 
evident to the eye. But I'm surrounded by stuff and yet I’m still glum. At my age, my grand- 
father had fewer possessions and more happiness. So what do you make ofthat, Mr. Baudrillard? 
Maybe people from previous generations — whose lives were characterized by the greater effort required 
to survive - were, paradoxically, mentally healthier (even though they didn't have iPods). I guess that means 
that by simply looking around at all my lovely nonessential belongings (acquired with relative ease), 1 don't feel 
as happy as I would if I was busting my hump just to put food in my belly. Or maybe the anxiety I feel has nothing to 
do with my possessions, perhaps the problem is in my brain. 
The nucleus accumbens is a tiny structure of the brain located within the striatum, which controls movement, and 
next to the limbic system, which is involved with emotion and learning. The accumbens is the main junction between our 
emotions and our actions. These closely linked motor and emotive functions also extend to the prefrontal cortex, which 
controls our thought processes. It is this accumbens-striatal-cortical network (the crucial system that links movement, 
emotion and thinking) that has been dubbed the "effort-driven rewards circuit." 
This effort-driven rewards circuit is a proposed neuroanatomical network that underlies most symptoms associated 
with depression. It is actually possible to correlate every symptom of depression with a brain part on this circuit. Loss of 
pleasure? The nucleus accumbens. Sluggishness and slow motor responses? The striatum. Negative feelings? The lim- 
bic system, Poor concentration? The prefrontal cortex. The brain is also programmed to derive a deep sense of satis- 
faction and pleasure if physical effort produces something tangible, visible and necessary for survival. So if I go out 
in the field and harvest my own food, my effort-driven rewards circuit will be stimulated, causing neurogenesis 
(the production of new brain cells), which is believed to be an important factor in recovering from depression. 
Unfortunately I have no field to harvest. 
Butsurely there must be some other means to labor my way to happiness. Apparently the key factor in 
the effort-driven-rewards scenario is the use ofthe hands. Our hands are so important that moving 
them activates larger areas of the brain’s cortex than moving much larger parts of our bodies, . 
like our back or legs. What if I were to try constructing some of my own possessions: 
building some ofthat observable proof of happiness that Baudrillard talks 
about? My grandfather worked as a craftsman his whole life, build- 
ing and upholstering furniture. Instead of harvesting 
food, he produced objects. 








Iconsidered trying something similar, perhaps by go- 
ing to work in a factory. But then I read Guy Debord, who 
claimed that “the general separation of worker and prod- 
uct tends to eliminate any direct personal commünication 
between the producers and any comprehensive sense of 


what they are producing.” Coincidentally, my grandfather . 


made furniture for people he knew. Most of his work was 
commissioned he designed a unique product for a spe- 
cific need. If I were to work in a factory, I would be assem- 
bling mass-produced goods for anonymous consumers. 
"The fruits of my labor would no doubt be added to the 
crowded apartment of some other melancholic modern 


exchangeable what is singular." This applies as much to 
bodies, signs, images, languages, kinship relations, reli- 
gious practices and nationalities as it does to commodi- 
ties, wealth and labor power. So this image of myself that 
I have created can be bought, sold or traded — but where 
does it go? 

Itgoes to the spectacle. The voracious insatiable beast 
that consumes all images and leaves nothing to waste. 
The spectacle is society, it's a looking glass that absorbs 
your image and gives you nothing in return: no reflection, 
no impression, justa representation that is beyond your 
control, The image you projected joins the other images 


soul. This is what Debord calls 
the "vicious circle of isolation." 
Unlike people of my genera- 
tion who are increasingly de- 
fined by their possessions, my 
grandfather never owned much. 
But he never complained about. 
not having because he was too 
busy being. Perhaps Pm unhap- 
py because my concerns are re- 
versed — I'm too worried about 
having to focus on being. Human 
fulfillment is no longer equated 
with what I am, but with what I 
possess. Debord says this is the 
second stage of modernization, 
“in which social life becomes so 
qompletely dominated by accu- 
mulated products that it causes 
a shift from having to appearing, 
wherein all “having? must now 


| 
| 
| 


Golly gosh, the youth of today "ul 
Look at you! To be young again | 
You old fools speak as ifyow'd never | 
Ever experienced growing pains | 
The whole world is your oyster. | 
There for your taking so have some fun | 
The Earth has disinherited us | 
‘Cuzyou all lived fast, died young | 
Howdidyougetsobittersoyoung | 
And bored with all that life could give  İ 
Well, what's left for us anyway 
In this shithole where we live 
We'd get a smack forsaying that 
When we were your age long ago 
Nature has a way to compensate 
Not much time left so we're born old 
Ungrateful bastards, the lot of you 
We're so writing you out of our will 


Suits us just fine, money is no use 


of the “spectacular” society. You'll 
never see your image again. You'll. 
never see the spectacle because it, 
like you, is just a shadow on the wall 
of the Platonian cave. The image I've 
projected in this essay isn’t me. It's 
the image ofa person claiming to be 
me. All that was once directly lived 
has become mere representation. You 
are no longer surrounded by objects, 
writes Debord, but bya spectacle: 
"Where the real world changes 
into simple images, the simple im- 
ages become real beings. The specta- 
cle, as a tendency to make one see the 
world by means of various special- 
ized mediations, is not identifiable 
with mere gazing, even combined 
with hearing. It is that which escapes 
the activity of men, that which es- 
capes reconsideration and correction 


derive its immediate prestige 
from appearances." So all I need 
to do to fit modern society is to > 
appear to be a possessor ofa lot 
of stuff, but in reality I will be and have nothing. I need a 
personal image. Perhaps this is the visible sign of happi- 
ness Baudrillard was talking about. I have to create ап im- 
age to hide behind, and this image seems to be the only. 
thing I’m able to produce. Have I really been reduced to 
an image whose sole purpose is to mix and mingle with 
other seemingly compatible images? Is modern life really 
so complex? 5 

If we ask Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, modern- 
ization is “a process by which capitalism uproots and 
makes mobile that which is grounded, clears away or 
obliterates that which impedes circulation, and makes 


mr 


| 

| 
When this planet is gone and time stands still | 
Jo-Anne Tsai Tsiu Yiung y) 


by their work. It is the opposite of 
dialogue. Wherever there is indepen- 
dent representation, the spectacle re- 
constitutes itself.” 

So how do we find the happiness that has eluded our 
generation? By drugging ourselves into mass status quo 
submission or by defeating the spectacle that robs us of. 
our singular essence. Be unique. Use your hands. Go out 
and create. 


Jeffrey Andreoni 
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What we in the 
West desperately 


need now is a new 
consciousness, a 
broad new narrative, 
a new myth to live 
Бу... that is about 

a lot of things, but 
especially about 
living with our bodies 
and with nature. 
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Hi Adbusters, 
Ihaven't “consumed” an issue 

of Adbusters for years (part of my 
personal Blackspot campaign), 
but I broke down and paid for 
The Post-Postmodernism Issue 
[Adbusters, #88]. I love it when 
Adbusters shoves the future in our 
face and says: “Here. This is where 
greed and gluttony will take you. 
Suck on it.” 

But I was disappointed with 
one thing: There's no acknowl- 
edgement of Richard Heinberg, 
who coined the phrase “peak ev- 
erything" in his 2007 book of the 
same title. It is a manual of “tran- 
sitioning gracefully from the age of 
excess to the era of frugality,” and 
includes and expands on many of 





the themes explored in the issue 
by Chris Hedges et al. It may be 
worth a blurb in a future edition. 
Cheers, 
JASON HANSON 
SASKATOON, SK 


I've spent my 50-plus years be- 
lieving in working hard, being 
responsible and getting along. 
Invest, save, follow the rules, be 
a good boy. Yet I find myself in 
a world I cannot believe in, with 
a life that feels worthless. What 
have I done? What am I teaching 
my son? I do not know what my 
life is about. 

Iam angry. want a bet- 
ter world where we can care for 
each other. I want a sense of 


community and belonging. Love 
is the answer? Airy-fairy shit? 
Maybe ... maybe not. 

I've been a liberal leftist who 
believed we could make the world 
a better place by working within 
the system. I have marched and 
protested. I have voted with my 
conscience. 

But the system doesn't give 
a shit about me... it only cares 
that I keep working, saving, con- 
suming and wasting. The system 
only cares that I keep playing the 
game ... and keep my mouth shut. 

Iam tired of talk. 

I'm tired ofthe next conference 
on community development or 
sustainability. I don't want to read 
the next book about what is wrong. 


Iwant to throw a brick through 
a window. I want someone to 
wake up. I ive in an unconscious 
civilization. I want to wake up. I 
want to wake up my friends and 
neighbors. 

Idon'twanta new flat screen 
TV, a raise in pay or the next all- 
inclusive vacation. I want to feel 
alive ... I want to feel life ... and I 
know time is running out... for 
те... foryou ... for all of us. 





DALLAS COLLIS 


Sweet America that robbed my 
soul. This is permanent rush 
hour: We pass everything. I saw an 
owl today, I thought "how nice." 
Iwalked by a nude bar, beer cans 
covering the sidewalk and a guy 





pissing in the middle of the road. 
The parking lot was full. 
JAMES CONDON 
PORTLAND, OR 


In the mid-90s I worked for Wired 
magazine and reveled in being 
the coolest of the digital haves, 
scorning the digital have-nots. I 
left because the preten- 
tiousness was getting in 
the way of my spiritual 
development. I vowed 
to never do work that 
wasn't in the service of 





the greater good. I got 
angry at the WTO pro- 
test in Seattle. Being 
shot with rubber bullets bought 
by your tax dollars will do that. 1 
had been angry before - at the cor- 
porate overlords and bullies of 
the first world - but then I saw a 
girl dragged into the Indy Media 
Center with a star-shaped rubber 
bullet wound to her third eye. 

I began to bargain - first 
for peace in the days following 
9/11. But we were protesters bar- 
gaining with rich men and they 


didn't want anything we had. I 
joined Greenpeace and chained 
myself to gas pumps. We shut 
down every Exxon/Esso station 
in Luxembourg for 24 hours, but 
they didn't even come to the table. 
The slow-motion car crash of 
the second Bush term was un- 
bearable. I wanted to hide under 


ALTER AM 





the covers and come out once the 
apocalypse had passed. But now 
that he's gone, the nightmare con- 
tinues. Obama inherited a dam- 
age that is too great, a paradigm 
too entangled in a system of cor- 
porate power. 

I hope that whoever survives 
this century keeps some of the 
good with them, some of the sweet 
ideas of sustainability, equality 
and peace. Now that the Supreme 


DERN 


Court has enabled corporations 
to elect politicians at will, I ac- 
cept that the America I love is bro- 
ken. This is the end. I will go down 
fighting, but really I'm just waiting 
for the seas to rise and wash this 
beach clean. 

JENNIFER HOLMES 


Your piece on 
Palestinian Rapperz 
(Adbusters, #88] is a 
much-needed exam- 
ple of one of several 
forms of nonviolent 
Palestinian resistance. 
Sadly it seems Israel's 
supporters ignore such 
gestures and continue 
to shamelessly justify 
Israel's occupation. 
The tragedy is that 
Zionism has not only 
been a catastrophe (na- 
kba) for Palestinians 
but is also proving 
a disastrous mistake 
for Jews. The force- 
ful transformation of 
a predominantly Arab 
Palestine into a Jewish 
state was sold as a 50- 
lution for anti-Semi- 
tism, but only served 
to spread the largely European vi- 
rus of Jew-hatred to the Arab and 
Muslim worlds. Designed to pro- 
vide security, Israel has instead be- 
come one of the most dangerous 
places in the world for Jews to live. 
No one can blame such a his- 
torically oppressed people for the 
determination to “never again” 
see another Shoah. But Israel’s 
creation ~ and especially its ex- 
pansion - offers absolutely no 


Avatar — The Medium Is The Message 





Much has been made of the medium/mes- 


sage contradictions embodied in James 
Cameron's epic lament for dying planets. 
Avatar is a war cry against consumption that 
has nevertheless earned over a billion dol- 
lars; a call for renewing a living connection 
with nature mediated through the latest in 
filmmaking technology. Perhaps its strang- 
esttension is manifested in the wave of 
demoralization that has reportedly overtak- 
en audience members so mesmerized by 
Pandora - the lush world vividly imagined 
by Cameron - that Earth no longer cuts it. As 
one viewer told the Daily Mail after watching 
Avatar, the real world "seemed gray. It just 





seems so meaningless [...] I live in a dying 
world." Even after being scarred by Avatar's 
corporate and military villains, Pandora's 
jungles seem pristine in the context of tar 
sands exploitation, highway expansion and 
war-making. As the physical world is crum- 
bled and poisoned around them, those with 
the means to do so are taking refuge in an in- 
creasingly resplendent, fully-realized virtual 
world: They want Pandora, rather than saving 
the planet for which it's meant as metaphor. 
They wanta second life in untainted analogy. 


Charles Demers 


guarantee against that. In fact 
the opposite is true: World Jewry 
is concentrated in a tiny enclave 
and its growing list of enemies has 
an ever-growing cache of lethal 
weapons. 

Like many social experiments 
gone wrong, the ideals of Zionism 


were lofty in principle but toxic in 
practice. Palestinian-born farmers 
in the West Bank - who can trace 
their ancestry on that land for 
centuries - struggle to feed their 
families because Israeli authori- 
ties regularly deny them permits 
to dig new wells to irrigate their 


fields. This while newly arrived 
Jewish settlers from Toronto and 
Brooklyn splash about in swim- 
ming pools built on confiscated 
Palestinian land. 
JOHN DIRLIK 
POINTE CLAIRE, QC 
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Hi, 

Great article on the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign [Adbusters, #87]. BDS 
is clearly the most effective way 
to show disgust with the Israeli 
apartheid state. Just as in South 
Africa, an international nonvio- 
lent campaign can hit the state's 
economy and overpower Western 
support. 

In Scotland, five members of 
the Scottish Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (SPSC) disrupted a 
concert of the Jerusalem Quartet 
during the Edinburgh Festival. 
The Jerusalem Quartet is made 
up of Israeli soldiers who are 
state-sponsored cultural ambas- 
sadors. The five members of the 
SPSC were originally charged 
with "breach of the peace." These 
charges were then dropped in fa- 
vor of new charges: “racially ag- 
gravated conduct.” Their lawyers 
will argue that the SPSC mem- 
bers' actions were a political 
statement against the actions 
committed by the state of Israel 
andare in no way racist. 

The BDS campaign against 
Israel needs to include sporting, 
academic and cultural areas to 
ram home the message that the 
world will not sit idly by while hu- 
man rights abuses are being car- 
ried out on a daily basis against 
the Palestinians. 

Thanks, 

STEPHEN MCMURRAY 
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND 


In his letter [Adbusters, #88], Gil 
Ronin writes that as long as there 
is growing anti-Semitism around 
the world, Israel is unlikely to 
heed international calls to change 
its policies. He has it completely 


backwards. It is Israel's ongo- 
ing theft of Palestinian lands, 
slaughter of Palestinians, home 
demolitions, torture, collective 
punishment and an occupation 
now entering its fifth decade that 
fuels anti-Semitism. The kick- 

er is that he considers himself in 
the “peace camp” because he op- 
poses “new construction" of ille- 


[Adbusters, #88] that the film 
Avatar "praises the power of na- 
ture and the attempt to bond in 
harmony with soil, forest and 
wildlife. It advises us all to inte- 
grate with our surrounding reali- 
ty rather than to impose ourselves 
on it." I believe the film does this, 
but in a paradoxical way. 

The film calls attention 


Capitalismn 


mii 





gal settlements in the West Bank. 
Apparently the existing ones that 
make a viable Palestinian state 
impossible are just fine. 
SHIRLEY GROVES 
MONTREAL, QC 


Dear Adbusters, 
Iwas struck by Gilad Atzmon's 
comment in “Epiphany” 


to binaries such as Nature/ 
Culture, Developed/Western and 
Indigenous/Eastern, urging the 
audience to recognize that one 
pole of the binary often exploits 
the other. Viewers rally in favor of 
thealien Na'vi who heroically re- 
fuse to allow their sacred “home- 
tree" to be destroyed in order fora 
human-run corporation to harvest 


Why don't 
we put this 
company out 
of business? 


We've all seen the movies, the blood-soaked tales of monsters that simply will 
not die. Immortal and indestructible, they rise up to torture the embattled 
heroes again and again and again. Philip Morris has been that monster for over a 
century, peddling its poison on the open markets and sending hundreds of thou- 
sands to early graves. Like any good monster, it mutates - changing its prod- 
uct, packaging and message to attract a new generation of young smokers as 
the old ones die off. And just when you think you have it trapped - cornered by 
damning science and angry legislation — you open the door to find the monster 
has escaped. By lobbying the state of New York to revoke Philip Morris’ corpo- 
rate charter, we can finally end the carnage. As any harrowed horror protag- 
onist can tell you, the only way to be sure you're rid of the monster is to cut 
off its head and watch it die. 


adbusters.org 





Badiou 


I like the word “communism” a lot. I like 

it because it designates the general idea 

ofa society and of a world no longer struc- 
tured by classical social relations - those of 
wealth, the division of labor, segregation, 
persecution by the state, sexual difference, 
and so on. That is, for me, what communism 
is. Communism in the generic sense sim- 
ply means that everyone is equal to everyone 
else within the multiplicity and diversity of 
social functions. I believe this is what is га- 
tional and what is just. There is no reason 
why a street sweeper should be hounded by 
the state and poorly paid while intellectuals 
in their libraries are honored and at peace - 
and generally well paid. It’s absurd. What I 
call communism is the end of this absurdity. 


Dan Witz 
‘Mosh Pit 





It’s the idea of a society that will find a prin- 
ciple of existence that would be entirely 
“subtracted” from the crushing weight of 
the relations of power and wealth and there- 
fore another distribution of human activity. 
It's in this sense that I am a communist. And 
I struggle against all those who tell me this 
is impossible, that inequality is the nature 

of things and men as well. Sartre says some- 
where that if this communist idea did not ex- 
ist, humanity would not be much better than 
apes, not much better than a pile of ants. 


Alain Badiou interviewed by Filippo Del 

Lucchese and Jason Smith in “We Need a Popular 
Discipline: Contemporary Politics and the Crisis 
of the Negative,” Critical Inquiry, Summer 2008 


"unobtanium": an energy source 
needed to power Earth's advanced 


Hey Adbusters, А technologies. 
This photo makes me think of you. But while the audience cheers 
ANNAH TIERNEY MACKAY forthe Na'vi - who are in touch 


with their planet, believe in spirits 
and worship a nature goddess - 
they have in fact paid $15 to sit in 
a dark multiplex theatre with po- 
larized plastic lenses over their 
eyes and watch a film largely con- 
structed using advanced comput- 
ertechnologies. One would be 
hard-pre: 
environment further away from 
the “soil, forest and wildlife.” 





d to come up with an 


DUSTIN COHEN 


Dear Adbusters, 
In The Big Ideas of 2010 
[Adbusters, #87], you published a 
letter from a “professor who teach- 
es freshman English,” complain- 
ing about how stupid his students 
are because of a perceived reliance 
on Google and computer technol- 
ogy. Asa third-year English major, 
I would like to respond. 

When my father was young, 
he was required to memorize the 
s of every king and queen 
of England in chronological or- 





name: 


derrattle them offon command. 
Today, those names are still em- 
bedded in his memory. This may 
seem like a triumph to Dr. Bliss, 





but to me it seems a waste to have 


HEY TEACH! 

Help your students break out of the media-consumer trance 
and start thinking critically about the world around them. 
The Adbusters Media Empowerment Kit: 

* Over 40 lesson plans 

* Interactive DVD 

* Spoof Ads 

* And, for a limited time, a FREE 1-year subscription. 
Order it online at adbusters.org or phone 1(604)736-9401 





memorized a bunch of names and 
recite them by rote, without any con- 
text or understanding of why. 

The Google Generation can re- 
trieve facts almost instantaneous- 
ly, from nearly anywhere, on an 
infinite number of subjects. Some 
may see this as detrimental to the 
intelligence of youth, but I see it 
as liberating. Without the need to 
memorize vast swaths of cold, dead, 
factual information, it is possible 
to cut to the quick and focus on the 
larger picture. 

Perhaps the problem doesn't 
lie with the Google Generation or 
their inability to memorize mean- 
ingless facts. Perhaps the problem 
isan outmoded educational system 
that still insists on trying to teach us 
the names of the kings and queens 
of England, instead of the ideas 
and the contexts that make them. 
meaningful. 

Lots of love, 

DAVID MILLER 
CALGARY, АВ 


The phrases "global warming" 
and "climate change" have perme- 
ated minds more effectively than 
any corporate advertising campaign 
ever created. While we would all like 
to be "green," getting in bed with 
Al Gore is folly. Gore's latest book, 
Our Choice, is a masterpiece of spin 
masquerading as science. Written 


An urgent call for designers 
to re-engage with the world. 


* Hardcover — 416 Pages 
* 1,200 photographs, 
illustrations, and 
détournements. 


Check it out at adbusters.org 


bya team of writers with a cast of 
hundreds of expert contributors, 
the book is propaganda designed 
to support the move to carbon mar- 
kets. Worse even than stock mar- 
kets, carbon markets are where 
pieces of paper representing gar- 
bage, waste or pollution can be trad- 
ed for billions of dollars, making 
traders richer and nations poorer. 
IAN CHEONG 


Dear Adbusters, 
Your journal has lambasted factory 
farming as а spiritually destructive 
way of producing meat. As an alter- 
native, you promote free-range ani- 
mal production. Fair enough. But 
why stop there? I suggest that the 
next stage is "biography meats." 
Each animal-to-be-butchered is giv- 
ena name and an extensive biogra- 
phy from birth to slaughter. At the 
dinnertable, consumers would be 
able to say things like: Could you 
pass me more Jeremy?" Or "You can 
almost taste the shyness of Susan." 
The appreciation of meat would 
reach a whole new level. It would re- 
alize the vision in The Time Machine 
by H.G. Wells. 

Cheers, 

JORDON ROY GOWANS 
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Dear Adbusters, 


1was recently going through Peace 
by Thomas Merton, a collection of 





essays written in the 60s reflect- 
ingon the potential consequenc- 


merely global warming, not mere- 
lythe possible destruction of the 


es of nuclear war. It struck me 
that the sentiment of one pas- 
sage in particular could easily be 
adapted to reflect the piecemeal 
destruction of Earth's systems 


human race by the gradual break- 
down of our global life support 
systems. It is something subtler 
and more demonic. If we continue 
to yield to theoretically irresistible 


Stress shrinks the brain. Not normal stress or necessary 
stress, but chronic stress - chronic anxiety or clinical de- 
pression. The view that chronic stress destroys dendrites, 
neural pathways and even entire neurons, especially in the 
hippocampus, is gaining acceptance as studies go forward. 

Stress revs up the adrenal gland to pump glucocorticoids 
such as cortisol. Cortisol sparks the production of epineph- 
rine (adrenaline), which tenses muscles, narrows blood ves- 
sels and prepares you to kick butt or run for your life. But 
then the emergency ends and cortisol subsides. АП is well. 
But in chronic stress, the emergency never ends. Cortisol 
bathes the hippocampus continuously, killing its neurons. 

And there's more. The brain produces a protein known 
as brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF), which pro- 
tects neurons. Chronic stress may repress the gene that ex- 
presses BDNF. After which, hippocampal neurons - which 
thirst for BDNF, which require BDNF, which can't go on 
without BDNF - shrink or balk or die. 

Experimental animals subjected to stress, according to 
Stahl's Essential Psychopharmacology, turn off their genes for 
BDNF and, as a result, lose synpases as well as whole neurons. 

On the other hand, exercise stimulates the growth of BDNF. 
So insists molecular biologist John Medina in Brain Rules. 

So get out and walk. And stop your constant worrying. 
Stop stressing out over every little thing. Stop imagining the 
worst. Dementia begins there. 


Priscilla Long, from "My Brain on My Mind," 
The American Scholar, Winter 2010 


determinism and to ‘economic 
forces' without striving to resist 
and control them, if we let these 


through the greed of passive con- 
sumer culture: 

"This brings us to the great- 
estand most agonizing moral is- 
sue of our time. This issue is not 


forces drive us to demonic activ- 
ism in the realm of politics and 


technology, we face something. 
more than the material evil of uni- 
versal destruction. We face moral 
responsibility for global suicide. 
Much more than that, we are go- 
ing to find ourselves gradually 
moving into a situation in which 
weare practically compelled by 
the ‘logic of circumstances’ delib- 
erately to choose the course that 
leads to destruction ...” 
Sincerely, 
DEREK ROBERTSON 


Unsure how to reduce our indi- 
vidual environmental footprint, 
many of us recycle, reuse, buy hy- 
brid cars and purchase organic 
foods and household products. 
Yet one of the best and easiest 
ways to participate is with solar 
energy. The sun's power has been 
worshipped for millennia; it is 
beautiful and life giving; it cleans 
and purifies. It's also free and it's 
environmentally friendly. 

Sunlight freshens clothes, bed 
sheets, towels, pillows, rugs and 
more. You can hang your clothes 
ona line strung anywhere: be- 
tween two trees, across your bal- 
cony, on a fence or in a sunny 
window. My shirts go from washer 
to patio and into the closet, fresh 
and crisp. Whites are bleached 
clean by the sun and feathers de- 
odorized. Imagine crawling into а 
sun-drenched duvet and drifting. 
into sleep breathing the scent of 
the sun and the fresh air. 

The sun has shed her golden 
lighton the Earth since before the 
mountains were formed and the 
oceans released the lands. Each 
morning the sun's golden prom- 
ise rises in the east and the glory 
ofthe setting sun paints the hori- 
zon with a kaleidoscope of colors. 


ADBUSTERS 


Itisa hot white orb sit- giants, reduce use of clean- 
tinghighinthenoonday ing products, power home 
sky. Itis sun dogs and rain- electronics and provide 
bows that we never tire of food and beauty for all the 
looking at. Humans have people of the earth. Solar 
flocked to beaches to enjoy energy is beautiful, puri- 
the beauty of the summer fying, free, renewable and 
sun and feel its restorative environmentally friendly. 





power for millennia. Give ita try! 
This renewable resource RAE E. CLANCEY 
can free us from corporate CLANDEBOYE, MB. 


Send us your stories, 
photographs, epiphanies: 
editor@adbusters.org 
artdirector@adbusters.org 


ADBUSTERS MEDIA FOUNDATION LEGAL WAR CHEST 
Adbusters is currently entrenched in two cost- 
ly legal battles. One is against Toronto law- 
yer Clayton Ruby. We paid him $70,000 to win 
for us the legal right to purchase airtime on 
Canadian TV networks under the same rules and 
conditions that corporations do. One week af- 
ter he filed our case it was revealed that he 
had a conflict of interest, and we've been fight- 
ing to get our money back ever since. Now a 
motion has finally been entered for trial, and 
we are slated to have our day in court lat- 
er this year. 

Our second legal fight is against Canada's 
most powerful media corporation, Canwest, and 
the CBC, Canada's "public broadcaster." Both 
of these media giants have refused to sell us 
airtime for years. One year ago we scored a 
major victory in the BC Court of Appeal and 
were awarded $15,000 in legal costs. But then 
Canwest went bankrupt, and so far the CBC has 
refused to pay its share of the tab. Now we've 
been forced into a complex series of legal ma- 
neuvers before we can resume our larger fight 
for freedom of speech. 

In addition to these two legal battles we're 
also networking with lawyers and media activ- 
ists trying to launch "right to communicate" 
actions in the US, the UK and Australia. 

Help us win this global battle for media de- 
mocracy. We believe that every citizen оп the 
planet is entitled to "receive and impart in- 
formation without hindrance" as guaranteed by 
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Go to adbusters.org and donate to our 
legal war chest or email kalle@adbusters.org 
if you'd like to strategize or receive more 


information. ADBUSTERS. ORG 


ENDGAME STRATEGIES 











As we rush headlong towards the tipping point and 
climate wars break out all over, we have to ponder 
the radical madness of our time. Who is the terrorist, 
and who the freedom fighter? Who is sane and who 
insane? Above all, who is the aggressor and who the 
victim? Is it you and me in the affluent West savoring 
our five-planet lifestyles, or is it the angry young 
bucks in distant slums who dream of blowing us up? 





Saldos Dicko, Pantalon savis, 2006. 





The interrogators blindfolded him, taped his 
mouth shut and chained him to the ceiling, 
he alleges. Occasionally they unleashed а 
dog, which repeatedly bit him, At one point 
they removed the blindfold and forced him. 
to kneel on a long wooden bar. “They tied my 
hands toa pulley [above] and pushed me back 
and forth as the bar rolled across my shins, | 
screamed and screamed.” They then pushed 
him to the ground and forced him to swallow. 
twelve bottles of water. "Two people held my 
mouth open, and they poured water down my 
‘throat until my stomach was full ahd (became 





Unconscious," he said. "It was as if someone 
had inflated me" After he was roused, he vom 
ited uncontrollably: 

This continued for a number of days. 
Sometimes he was hung upside down from 
the ceiling, other times he was blindfolded for 
extended periods. Eventually he was moved 
to Bagram, where the torture ceased; Four 
months later he was quietly released, with a 
letter of apology from US authorities for wrong: 
fully imprisoning him. 


Anand Gopal, "America's Secret Afghan 
Prisons," The Nation, February 15, 2010. 





By night Berlin has become a battlefield. Each 
morning reveals new casualties: burned out cars. 
There have been over 500 in the past three years. 
These nocturnal arson attacks are part of a pro- 
tracted campaign of resistance to the city's in- 
creasing gentrification, retaliatory strikes against 
the loss of areas of the city that have long fostered 
alternative culture and anticapitalist activity. As 
more and more residents are priced out of their 
own neighborhoods, such acts of sabotage have 
become the last-ditch efforts of the dispossessed. 
These are certainly desperate measures, but 
we live in desperate times. We might ask wheth- 
er cars are legitimate targets. Is there not some- 
thing uncomfortable in the ethics of destroying 
the property of individuals, especially in such an 





environmentally careless manner? Would such 
violence be more productively focused on state or 
corporate targets? Perhaps, but this campaign has 
abandoned the unwinnable battle for public ap- 
proval. An anonymous website, Brennende-autos. 
de, mockingly offers epitaphs for the sacrificed 
vehicles: “05.03.2010 - Fließstraße - Mercedes." 
And there remains a powerful symbolic value to 
the burning car. We can sense that something 
is being said beyond the immediate context, be- 
yond the localized struggle. So, what do these 
fires really illuminate? 

We might first try to imagine the perpetra- 
tors, the arsonists, as they retreat into the night. 
Individuals have been arrested but the campaign 
has continued unabated, demonstrating that the 
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arsonists are legion ... they are many. Emerging 
from the city's prominent autonomist movement, 
they form what we might call an invisible com- 
munity: a network of loosely affiliated individu- 
als who have refused both communication and 
accountability with the state. To comprehend 
their actions, we might think back to the lesson 
of The Coming Insurrection: We are right to be angry, 
we are even right to act upon that anger, but the 
important thing is to organize our anger. As the 
Invisible Committee put it, "People can burn cars 
because they are pissed off, but to keep the riots 
going for a month, while keeping the police in 
check - to do that you have to know how to orga- 
nize, you have to establish complicities, you have 
to know the terrain perfectly and share a com- 
mon language and a common enemy." In the ar- 
son campaign's dogged persistence, in its wildcat 
spread and in its unapologetic assault on liberal 
values, we can recognize a well-formulated and 
well-organized transformation of spontaneous re- 
jection into tactical resistance. We see, in short, 
the work of a community. 

Yet we must be clear that this is a community 
in and of revolt and that this revolt is not limited 
to the situation in Berlin. These fires are fueled 
by broader social conditions, the same conditions 
that have also recently catalyzed unrest in Paris 
and Greece. The Situationists made the 
same observation in their analysis of 
the Watts Riots of 1965, The Decline 
and Fall of the Spectacle-Commodity 
Economy. The Situationists argued 
that those riots were not just race 
riots or class riots but that they 
represented a revolt against the 
commodity itself. "Comfort will 
never be comfortable enough for 











those who seek what is not on the market." Then 
in Watts and now in Berlin, looters and vandals 
engage in an unfettered festival of destruction. 
This violent rejection of everything we are sold is 
а phenomenon that recurs whenever the veil of 
consumer capitalism slips. 

In the burning cars of Berlin we see the anguish 
and the anger of a community whose only pres- 
ence is fire. But just as there is no smoke without 
fire, there is no fire without fuel. Instead of shield- 
ing our eyes from the glaring violence, we should 
anticipate the moment when this destructive im- 
pulse becomes a constructive principle and what 
has been invisible becomes manifest, 

Meanwhile in Greece, violence on the streets 
only escalates. Protests that were once directed 
against police brutality now direct themselves 
against the state itself. Instead of retreating from 
the violence witnessed over the past year, increas- 
ing numbers of workers are joining demonstra- 
tions that contest the actions of their government 
and specifically the introduction of austerity mea- 
sures intended to contain the national debt. The 
protesters rightly oppose that those most vulner- 
able should have to suffer further just to main- 
tain the system that made them vulnerable in the 
first place. Capitalism is broken: It needs to be re- 
placed rather than simply patched 

up. Britain and America have al- 
ready bailed out their bankers, but 
the Greeks are refusing to forgive 
and forget. 


Sam Cooper is working toward a PhD 
at the University of Sussex. His research. 
focuses on the adoption of Situationist the- 
ory in Britain. 


А rising tre of anger agains! 
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DOING GOD'S WORK? 


Though the worst of the great recession is largely 
thought to have passed, economists warn that 
we'll be dealing with the fallout - both econom- 
ic and emotional - for many years to come. The 
group expected to be hardest hit by the after-ef- 
fects of the financial meltdown is the so-called 
Millennial Generation: 18-29-year-olds. 

Unemployment among young people is soar- 
ing worldwide, reaching over 30% in the United 
States and Spain and nearly 20% in Latin America 
(three times the rate of older adult unemploy- 
ment). As the scourge spreads even to the world's 
most privileged sectors, experts worry that 
young workers turned out into such a harsh eco- 
nomic landscape will suffer serious and lasting 
psychological injuries. 

Researchers point to the sense of diffi- 
dence and defeatism that clung stubbornly to 
Depression-era workers who — having spent their 
formative years plagued by unemployment and 





financial insecurity - were never quite able to 
shake the fear inspired by the crisis. 

A workforce that comes to be in such uncer- 
tain times is likely to be hobbled by uncertainty, 
anxiety and desperation. Workers born of a re- 
cession will be averse to risk - hesitant to leave 
the security of any paid position for something 
more ambitious. They will be far more likely 
to accept less than they're worth and to aban- 
don lifelong goals in favor of jobs that fall far 
beneath their level of skill. They will be scarred 
by the meltdown for the length of their careers: 
sustaining what has been called a “massive blow 
to the collective psyche." An entire generation 
could be crippled by the decisions made by a 
handful of companies and left to suffer the con- 
sequences long after *economic recovery" is well 
underway. 


Sarah Nardi 
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MOVE 
YOUR 
MONEY! 


A populist revolt is sweeping through America's financial 
systems. Droves of discontents are moving their money from 
Wall Street to Main Street; protesters are jamming ATMs and 
cyberactivists are producing streams of viral videos to spur the 
movement on. Politicians are quickly realizing that the anger is 
real, and new legislation is on the books in New Mexico, Oregon, 
Florida and California that will see state money moved from big 
banks to local credit unions. People are tired of seeing their 
hard-earned savings squandered by corporate bandits. They're 
ready to wrest the money from the hands of mega-banks and 
reclaim control of their own financial destiny. 


moveyourmoney.info 
breakupthebigbanks.com 
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With an ego bigger than the national deficit and 
а reputation for brash, unorthodox thought, 
Lawrence Summers could have been a prophet. 
He could have championed the Tobin tax and 
convinced G20 leaders to finally put it in place. 
He could have sounded the alarm on ecological 
overshoot and the critical need for new measures 
of progress. He could have been the catalyst for 
global market reform, steering us toward a true- 
cost system in which the price of every product 
tells the unflinching ecological truth. He could 
have joined a litany of revolutionary economists 
- like Hayek, Galbraith, Keynes and Daly - who 
jolted the discipline into fresh new modes of 


Put this poster up 
in your economics 
department 





thought. Yet Lawrence Summers remains firmly 
grounded in the neoclassical tradition, shirking 
the mantle of economic wunderkind and fiercely 
protecting the staid status quo. 

As secretary of the US Treasury during the 
Clinton administration, Summers formed an al- 
liance with Alan Greenspan and Robert Rubin, 
fighting tooth and nail to repeal the Glass- 
Steagall Act: legislation that had kept deposit 
banking separate from investment banking since 
the Great Crash of 1929. Summers and Greenspan 


joined forces again to mercilessly quash any ini- 


tiative to regulate derivatives. The duo champi- 
oned the 2000 Commodity Futures Modernization 
Act, which transformed the derivatives markets 
into history's largest casino. Together, Summers 
and Greenspan lit the fuse on the economic disas- 
ter we are still living though. 

Why would Obama choose Summers - whose 
old-guard philosophy makes a mockery of Hope 
and Change - to lead his economic team? And 
why - at a time when climate change threatens 
to become the biggest market failure the world 
has ever known - does Obama not have a sin- 
gle ecological economist (like Herman Daly or 
Mathis Wackernagel) on his panel of advisers? 

Same people, same policies, same models - not 
exactly the kind of change we were hoping for. 


Kalle Lasn 


Download it at 
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There are nearly 14,000 registered, active lobby- 
ists working to influence federal legislation in 
Washington - more than 25 times the number 
of elected representatives. Lobbyists are hired to 
promote the interests of companies and orga- 
nizations on a range of issues such as transpor- 
tation, education and energy policy. There are 
eight lobbyists working to influence each mem- 
ber of congress on health care alone. This $3.5 
billion industry is blamed for the failure to work 
out a climate change agreement in Copenhagen, 
and may soon block Obama's attempts at health 
care reform. 

Some lobbyists have gone on to work in 
the public service, while some former govern- 
ment workers have taken contracts with lobby- 
ing firms. Obama's campaign promise to keep 


lobbyists from policy-making positions has 
proved to be empty: He appointed Eric Holder, 
a former lobbyist for Covington & Burling, a 
firm that has represented Halliburton and Philip 
Morris, as attorney general. 

The Lobbying Disclosure Act aims to docu- 
ment and monitor the activities of lobbyists, 
but a shortage of staff means that many lobby- 
ists work unsupervised. Senator Christopher 
Dodd stated in a Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration that "since 2003, the Office of 
Public Records has referred over 2,000 cases to 
the Department of Justice, and nothing's been 
heard from them again." 





Paloma Friedman 


8831038/9МПОХ WIP 





REGIME CHANGE IN AMERICA 


What will it take? 





A constant chorus of calls for regime change in 
Iran, Syria, Venezuela and North Korea weaves its 
way through American political dialogue. Yet in 
the past few years it has become obvious to any- 
one living outside the Washington beltway that 
the most sweeping mother of all regime changes 
needs to happen in America itself. 

The country's great experiment in freedom 
and democracy has run aground. Dollars have 
long trumped ideals and the halls of Congress 
are rife with corruption. The system of checks 
and balances has been compromised by corpo- 
rate lobbyists who must scrutinize and vet ev- 
ery piece of major legislation before it can be 
voted into law. On the surface, things seem fine: 
Spectacular election campaigns reignite hope 
and usher in change; passionate debates unfold 
every day on CNN and FOX; and millions of peo- 
ple seem politically energized, launching cyber 
campaigns 24/7. In many ways, America's two- 
party system seems to be thriving, offering sub- 
stantive philosophical and policy choices. Yet 
teeming just beneath the surface is the truth: 


a left or 
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Big Banks, Big Oil, Big Pharma and Big Food have 
the power ... And every congressman and sena- 
tor must feed at the corporate trough. 

Only the rise of a mythical "third party" can 
save America now. The Tea Party movement is 
a promising start, but it must find a counter- 
point - the birth of a radical Coffee Party move- 
ment on the left. Then America will be poised on 
the brink of an historic political power shift. As 
the planet heats up and our global systems ap- 
proach their terminal tipping point, people in 
each movement will wake up to the fact that, 
in essence, they are both dreaming the same 
dream, fighting the same fight. Opposing views 
will synthesize into one powerful voice, one uni- 
fied movement screaming for radical freedom, 
radical democracy and a future we can all believe 
in. Once this synthesis kicks in - maybe as soon 
as 2013 - we'll see the first rumblings of true re- 
gime change in America. 


Kalle Lasn 
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Annexation 
of Territory 
and Slow Ethnic 


Cleansing 


by Chris Hedges 





Israel, with its vast settlement expansion — including 
the hundreds of new homes it intends to build in 
East Jerusalem — makes no pretense anymore about 
working toward a two-state solution. 


Itisan overtly apartheid state. Its goal is no longer rapprochement with the 
Palestinians but rather the carving up ofthe West Bank into ringed Palestinian 
ghettos that will replicate the misery and violence of the large ghetto that has 
become Gaza. 

The Jewish settlements and their constant expansion in the two decades 
since the signing of the Oslo accords have created a vast and elaborate Israeli 
infrastructure on Palestinian land that can no longer be reversed. The faint 
hope that Barack Obama would pressure the Israeli government to abide by UN 
resolutions and international law was shattered when the president refused to 
condemn Israel's brutal 22-day assault on Gaza. Obama's obsequiousness was 
cemented when Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu flatly re- 
jected the administration's call for a halt to illegal settlement expansion. At that 
point Obama appeared to have given up. 


Israel's decision to seize most of the West Bank and leave 1.5 million 
Palestinians trapped in the open-air prison that is Gaza inevitably means the cre- 
ation ofa deformed Jewish state in which privileged citizens will live with one set 
of rules and second-class citizens, Palestinians, will be systematically denied na- 
tional and individual rights. In this apartheid state, Palestinians will be subjected 
to ever more humiliating and demeaning forms of control and repression. 

The Israelis have consciously orchestrated acute misery and poverty in the 
Palestinian territories over the past two decades in an effort to subdue and eth- 
nically cleanse the captive population. They have reduced Palestinians, many 
of whom now live on less than two dollars a day, to a subsistence level. They 
have created squalid, lawless and impoverished ghettos in the West Bank and 
Gaza. The Israeli soldiers who surround these ghettos have the ability to in- 
stantly cut off food, medicine and goods, perpetuating the misery. When these 
little Bantustans become restive, Israel drops 1,000-pound iron fragmentation 
bombs and artillery shells — as they did in Gaza — on the concrete hovels that 
pack neighborhoods. The Israeli objective is to turn the Palestinian territo- 
ries into a hell on earth. This policy has, however, swollen the ranks of radical 
Islamists in the occupied territories and throughout the Middle East and ex- 
posed the criminality of the Israeli state to the wider world. 


When I was based as a correspondent in Jerusalem two 
decades ago, it was unthinkable that an Israeli politician 
who openly advocated ethnically cleansing the Palestinians 
from Israeli-controlled territory, as well as forcing Arabs 

in Israel to take loyalty oaths or be forcibly relocated to the 
West Bank, could sit in the Cabinet. 


The racist tirades of Jewish proto-fascists like Meir Kahane stood outside the 
law. They were vigorously condemned by most Israelis and were prosecuted ac- 
cordingly. Kahane's repugnant Kach Party, labeled a terrorist organization by 
the United States, Canada and the European Union, was outlawed by the Israeli 
government in 1988 for inciting racism. 

Butin the last two decades Israel has undergone a radical and disturbing 
change. The racism spread by Kahane — whose thugs were charged with the 
murders and beatings of dozens of unarmed Palestinians and whose members 
held rallies in Jerusalem where they chanted "Death to Arabs!" — has been em- 
braced by leading Israeli politicians, including Israeli's foreign minister and 
deputy prime minister, Avigdor Lieberman. Lieberman openly calls for an arab- 
errein Israel — an Israel free of Arabs. 

There has been a moral erosion from the days of the socialist Mapai Party, 
which founded Israel in 1948 and later merged into the Labor Party. The Labor 
Party held within its ranks many leaders such as Yitzhak Rabin who, while cer- 
tainly blinded by Zionism, were nevertheless serious about coexistence with the 
Palestinians. The rise of political extremists such as Netanyahu and Lieberman 
signals a new era. 


STR NEW / REUTERS 


Lieberman, a former nightclub bouncer who was a member of the 
Kach Party, represents the new face of Israel's apartheid state. 


He has the personal and political habits ofthe Islamic goons he opposes. 
He was found guilty in 2001 of beating a 12-year-old boy and fined by an Israeli 
court. He is being investigated for multimillion-dollar fraud and money laun- 
dering and is rumored to have close ties with the Russian mafia. He lives, in 
defiance of international law, in the Jewish settlement of Nokdim on occupied 
Palestinian land. 





Lieberman, as did his mentor Kahane, calls for the eradication of 
Palestinians from Israel and the territories it occupies. During the mas- 
sive Israeli bombardment of Gaza in 2008 and early 2009, he said that Israel 
should fight Hamas the way the United States fought the Japanese in World 
War II. He noted that the occupation of Japan was unnecessary to achieve vic- 
tory, alluding to the dropping of atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 
When he assumed his position as foreign minister he announced that the 
2007 Annapolis peace agreement was dead. He said in 2004 that 9o percent of 
Israel's Palestinian citizens “have no place here. They can take their bundles 
and get lost." This statement was especially galling since Lieberman, unlike 
Palestinians who can trace back their ancestry in the area for generations, im- 
migrated to Israel in 1978 from Moldova and retains a heavy Russian accent. 
And Lieberman, from the floor of the Knesset, openly fantasized about execut- 
ing the handful of Palestinian Knesset members. 


“We requested that in the government guidelines it would say explicitly that 
all the inciters and collaborators with terrorism that sit in this house should 
bear the brunt ofthe penalty for those actions," Lieberman said from the 
Knesset plenum in May of 2006. “All those who continue to meet freely with 
Hamas and Hezbollah, who go on monthly visits to Lebanon. Those who de- 
clared Israel's Independence Day to be ‘nakba’ [Arabic for catastrophe] Day and 
raised black flags ... World War II ended with the Nuremberg trials. The heads 
ofthe Nazi Party went to be executed — but not just them, also those who col- 
laborated with them. Just like (the prime minister of Vichy France during World 
War II Pierre] Laval was later executed, I hope that this is the fate ofthe collabo- 
rators in this house." 

He has suggested bombing Egypt's Aswan Dam, an act that would lead to a 
massive loss of Egyptian lives. As Ariel Sharon's minister of transportation he 
offered to bus several hundred Palestinian prisoners to the sea and drown them. 
He told the president of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, one of Israel's few Arab allies, 
to “вого hell." And, along with Netanyahu, he advocates massive air strikes on 
Tran's nuclear facilities. 

The rise of racist trolls like Lieberman and Netanyahu, together with the in- 
creased repression, like the saturation bombing of Lebanon in 2006 and the 
recent assassination ofa Hamas official in Dubai by the Mossad, is making it 
harder and harder for Israel to present a democratic facade to the outside world. 
In February the Reut Institute in Tel Aviv reported to the Israeli cabinet, which 
itadvises, that violence had failed to achieve Israel's ends and had produced 
worldwide revulsion instead. 

“In last year's Gaza operation,” the report said, “our superior military power 
was offset by an offensive on Israel's legitimacy that led to a significant setback 
in our international standing and will constrain future Israeli military planning 
and operations." 


Israel, despite warnings from many within the Israeli establishment, has 
embarked on a course that will see it, like the South African apartheid regime, 
become ever more isolated and reviled. A Palestinian state, if it comes into 
existence, will have to be declared by forces outside of Israel — most likely the 
United Nations. These international forces will openly challenge Israel's apartheid 
regime and unilaterally draw state lines along the old 1967 border. Once this 
takes place, Israel's very legitimacy — like that of its old ally the apartheid regime 


in South Africa — will be in doubt. 


Chris Hedges, a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for the New York Times, 
is the author of several books including the best sellers War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning 
and Empire of Illusion: The End of Literacy and the Triumph of Spectacle. 
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il Crisis Deepens 





RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Iran's 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(RGO) attacked vital Saudi Arabian 
oll infrastructure today їп a move 
analysts fear will escalate the grow- 
ing conflict in the Persian Gulf and 
further deepen the worldwide oll 
crisis. 

Several Iranian surface-to-surface 
missiles struck the Saudi Arabian 
ой processing facility at Abqaiq at 
approximately 3:30 a.m. Iranian au- 
thorities claimed the strike wat in 
‘retaliation for Saudi Arabia granting 
the Israeli Air Force (AF) permis- 
sion to cross through its airspace 
en route to bombing Iranian nucle- 
ar facilities two weeks ago: 

“They committed an act of war in 
aiding the Zionist attack and we have 
responded,” said Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Israel officials report that ck 
vilians were killed and 42 injured. 
after four more Iranian Shahab-3 
missiles struck southern. Israel in 
the hours following the attack оп 
Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile, more de- 
tails have emerged about the Israeli 
attacks on Iranian,nuclear sites 
that sparked the widening region- 
al conflict. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has confirmed that he or- 
dered the IAF strike against facilities 
in Arak, Natanz and Isfahan, claim- 
ing that "sanctions have proven in- 
effective and an Iranian. bomb was 
‘within reach. We cannot walt for the 


е president Obama supported the 
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By BLAKE. SIFTON 
Israeli strike, or if the country acted 
without express US support- 

Today's missile strikes come 
‘one week after Mr. Ahmadinejad an- 
nounced the closure ‘of the Strait of 
Hormuz, fulfilling a long-held Iranian 
promise to employ oil as à weapon 
if attacked. 

In response to what he called 
“American collusion with Israeli 
aggression,” Mr. Ahmadinejad or- 
dered the IRGC to enforce à block- 
ade of the narrow waterway where 
90 percent of Gulf oil shipments 
must pass within 12 miles of the 
Persian coast. 

On the ‘command of US. Naval au- 
thorities, а Kuwaiti oil tanker, the 
Tulkarem, attempted to break the 
blockade on February 22. Shortly 
after the ship. entered the Strait, ап 
IRGC surface-to-sea missile fired 
from the Iranian coast pierced the 
Tulkarem's hull, releasing tens of 
thousands of barrels of crude oll 
and engulfing the tanker in flames. 
Kuwaiti officials have yet to release 
an official death toll. 

Responding to the attack on the 
Tulkarem, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael 
Mullen called the situation "un- 
acceptable,” adding “the United 
States will not allow Iran to hold the 
world's oil supplies hostage.” 

Following Admiral Mullen's com- 
ments, the US Navy intervened and 
restored access to the vital passage 
after three days of intensive bom- 
'bardment of the Iranian coast. 

Security experts agree that to- 
days attack on Abaala represents 
a far more serious act than the 
blockade of Hormuz. Several an- 
alysts have predicted that the US 
and Israel will launch strikes against 
IRGC bases in Tehran, escalating the 


conflict and driving global oil prices 
to previously unseen levels. Crude 
prices began climbing rapidly fol- 
Towing news of the Israeli strike on 
Iranian nuclear sites on February 
13. And as word of today's attack 
spread through global commodity 
markets, the price of oll shot to just 
under $300 a barrel. 

Robert Baer, a former CIA cas? 
officer in the Middle East, predicts 
the rising price of oll will have imme- 
diate and disastrous effects through- 
out the developing world. "At $300 а 
barrel we will see true misery inthe 
third world,” Mr. Baer said. While 
the price of basic goods has be- 
come high in the West, Baer fears 
that those goods will become un- 
obtainable to hundreds of millions 
of the world’s poor 

“This is a very dangerous perfect. 


led. 

Rioting has already been. report- 
edin parts of the Middle East, ‘Africa 
and Latin ‘America. Military officials 
have declared their intent to inter 
vene if civilian governments fail’ 
stem the unrest. 

There are also fears that the 
pility of American-backed sec 
gimes across the Middle Es 
be at risk. The first fissure 
pearing in Cairo where 











Barnaby Furnas, Flood (Red Sea), 2006 
Urethane on linen 
130x300 inches 





Barnaby Furnas's Flood (Red Sea) construes the transcendental as sheer power. Obliterating the serene blue "sky" with frenzied swipes 
of red, Furnas presents a landscape as an encompassing plane of color and texture that literally engulfs the viewer in spectacle. 
Furnas layers his abstraction as allegory, merging painting's formal and narrative traditions in a tableau of apocalyptic beauty. 





In an effort to protect what matters most, we sacrifice 
our pawns. We lower the thermostat and ease off 

the gas, surrendering small degrees of comfort and 
time. We change the color of consumption, adopting a 
greener model of consumerism and transforming each 
purchase into an act of environmental defense. We pull 
back, surveying the board and patiently awaiting the 
technological salvation that will surely be delivered from = 
distant labs and ivory towers. And when all seems lost, 

we pray. We'll do anything — well, almost anything - to 

stave off planetary death and protect our role as kings. 








SCIENCE WILL SAVE US! 


Two British scientists propose a geoengineering solution to climate change: a fleet of yachts 
that spray seawater into the sky and thicken clouds so they reflect more of the sun's rays. 


Illustration by oh 











If we could come up with a 
geoengineering answer ... then 
Copenhagen wouldn't be necessary. 
We could carry on flying our planes 
and driving our cars. 

Richard Branson 
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Тре Fim sill om Amaia Man 
Per Capita 
Principle: Philosophy at the edge 


by Astra Taylor 


Last October, in anticipation of the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
in Copenhagen, President Mohamed Nasheed of the Maldives - a tiny na- 
tion made up of more than one thousand low-lying islets in the Indian Ocean - 
called an urgent and highly unusual meeting of his cabinet. Government officials 
donned scuba gear and headed into the sea, convening on the ocean floor five 
meters below the surface where they signed a document calling for global cuts in 
carbon dioxide emissions. The half-hour meeting, observed by snorkeling journal- 
ists and captured on video by waterproof camera was, to use a phrase coined by 
political theorist Stephen Duncombe, an “ethical spectacle”: a theatrical attempt 
to call attention to a very real threat and moral predicament. The Maldives aren't 
submerged yet, but they will be soon enough if the world doesn’t take action to 
prevent such a fate. 

Though President Nasheed is widely hailed as an ecological visionary — he was 
even named one of the “Heroes of the Environment 2009" by Time magazine — 
/ his cabinet's spectacular assembly was largely ignored by more powerful nations. 
{7 Though countless developing countries will face unprecedented disasters in com- 
(^. Allg years as а consequence of unmitigated climate change — heat waves, floods, 
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storms, droughts, crop failures, pandemics, dis- 
placed populations and more - these avoidable ca- 
tastrophes have been sidelined. World leaders are 
focusing on another more appealing and potentially 
lucrative issue: how to divide up the atmosphere's 
diminishing capacity to absorb greenhouse gases in 
a way that will not inconvenience — but will actu- 
ally benefit - an already privileged minority. 


MERCY OR MURDER 


On the second day of the Copenhagen summit 
Mohamed Axam Maumoon - the articulate, im- 
passioned 15-year-old climate ambassador of the 
Maldives - put the moral predicament in stark 
terms: "On the basis that you know what you are 
doing is wrong and you can see that the victim is 
begging for mercy ... would you commit murder?" 
His poignant question reminded me of a thought 
experiment made famous by the philosopher Peter 
Singer. The "shallow pond" scenario imagines a 
hapless bystander who notices a small child in dan- 
ger of drowning. The child can easily be saved, 
but a new and expensive pair of shoes will be ru- 
ined as a result. Most of us sense immediately that 
shoes are trivial compared to human life, yet it is 
precisely the specter of stunted economic growth 
that industrialized nations invoke to justify stall- 
ing on environmental issues. Our governments are 
too obsessed with the GDP to prioritize preventing 
harm. Meanwhile, a recent report from London’s 
Telegraph warns that climate change is set to be the 
single biggest threat to children’s lives worldwide, 
estimating that up to 250,000 young people could 
die of its effects in the next year alone. For fear of 
ruining its shoes, the developed world appears to 
be turning its back on important moral precepts re- 
garding the fundamental value of every human life. 
If we accept the premise that every human 
life has the same intrinsic value – that all people 
are equal - a simple question follows: What en- 
titles one person to use a far larger portion of the 


atmosphere's ability to absorb greenhouse gases 
than someone else? What permits Americans to 
produce 20 tons of carbon dioxide a year while peo- 
ple living on the continent of Africa produce less 
than one ton on average? The answer, of course, 
is nothing. In light of this, the “per capita princi- 
ple" is taking hold in some environmental and dip- 
lomatic circles. It's the radically simple idea that 
all people have the right to emit the same amount 
of greenhouse gases, which, according to a recent 
German study, would mean a quota of 2.8 tons 
of carbon dioxide per person annually. As Peter 
Singer says, "one person, one share." 

The current climate crisis demands that we 
make a novel conceptual leap and begin think- 
ing about human equality in terms of energy and 
resource consumption. If we don't, as Climate 
Ambassador Maumoon put it (in a comment that 
referred not only to the Maldives but also to coun- 
tries like Bangladesh, Kenya and Zambia), "it's as 
good as killing us off." Unfortunately his exhor- 
tation was hardly melodramatic. A report com- 
missioned by the Global Humanitarian Forum, 
launched in 2007 by then UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, puts the climate change-caused death 
toll at 300,000 people per year. This number is 
projected to double by 2030. Likewise, groups like 
Pan African Climate Justice Alliance caution that a 
two-degree Celsius increase in global temperature 
(a target the Copenhagen pledges fell short of) will 
mean "an additional 55 million people could be at 
risk from hunger" and "water stress could affect be- 
tween 350 and 600 million more people." It seems 
we are indeed willing to commit murder. 


THINKING LIKE A CONVICT 


As the Copenhagen conference came to its anti- 
climactic end, I was reminded of the "prisoner's 
dilemma," one of the more provocative thought 
experiments known to philosophy and econom- 
ics, and one that, unlike the shallow pond scenario, 


highlights the darker angels of our nature. The pris- 
oner's dilemma envisions two criminals, both ac- 
cused of the same misdeed, held in separate cells. 
Their punishment will be minimal if they both stay 
quiet; if one provides testimony against the other, 
the testifier will go free while the other convict is 
punished harshly; if they both testify, the punish- 
ment will be significant for both parties. The dilem- 
ma illustrates the tension between individual and 
group rationality or between selfish behavior and 
social behavior: The criminals will inevitably rat 
each other out and, by pursuing self-interest, make 
the situation much worse than if they kept their 
mouths shut. 

Taking various iterations over the years, the 
prisoner's dilemma has fascinated philosophers, 
mathematicians, psychologists and economists, ul- 
timately promoting the view that human beings are 
generally selfish, though not always rational. If they 
were rational, after all, the hypothetical prisoners 
would cooperate since the outcome would be better 
for all involved. At Copenhagen the richest nations 
behaved like petty criminals, sabotaging collective 
betterment for economic gain and turning toward 
mutual destruction in the process. The thing is that 
unlike the criminals in the prisoner's dilemma, 
who are prohibited from speaking to one another, 
the leaders at the climate summit spent 11 days try- 
ing to broker an agreement and still ended up with 
the worst possible outcome: no legally binding trea- 
ty to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. There's also 
the important fact that while both criminals in the 
hypothetical scenario are guilty as charged, blame 
is not so easily shared when it comes to climate 

Р change. The wealthiest half-billion people оп earth, 
ora mere seven percent of the population, contrib- 
ute half the carbon dioxide emitted. Meanwhile, 
the poorest half of the world's citizens are responsi- 
le for only seven percent of emissions. 
in the days leading up to the summit, European 
negotiators pledged to sign up for carbon emissions 
cuts of 30 percent if — and only if - other major 
polluting nations agreed to do the same. As we all 
well, the United States and China balked 





and the targets were abandoned in favor of a vague 
unenforceable nod toward lower emissions. Unable 
to come to a collective agreement, the world's most 
powerful nations acted like selfish prisoners, re- 
fusing to accept responsibility for the impending 
ecological catastrophe or to take significant steps 
to remedy it unless everyone else did to the exact. 
same degree. In other words, why should Canada 
curb emissions if China builds one hundred new 
coal-fueled power plants? If you're thinking like а 
cliché criminal, the answer, sadly, is it shouldn't. 

RAND researchers developed the prisoner's di- 
lemma during the Cold War. Entranced by game 
theory, they used it to argue that a kind of paranoid 
equilibrium could be achieved through self-interest 
and suspicion, a bizarre and questionable insight 
that led to the promotion of nuclear arms race-log- 
ic and so-called strategies of deterrence. The only 
problem was that when they tested the prisoner's 
dilemma on their secretaries, the researchers were 
shocked to find that people generally trusted rather 
than betrayed one another. These results were re- 
peated in later trials. It turns out that when regu- 
lar human beings – as opposed to nation-states or 
RAND scientists — play the prisoner's dilemma, a 
powerful tendency to cooperate often overpowers 
mercenary opportunism. 

Copenhagen demonstrated that governments 
don't compromise and cooperate like regular peo- 
ple; neither do corporations. The prisoner's mind- 
set may be anathema to many individuals, but it's a 
worldview more central to capitalism (an econom- 
ic system that rewards greed above all else) than 
some may like to admit. It turns out that think- 
ing like a convict may give us some chilling insight 
into how the market-based solutions to climate 
change hyped by Wall Street and Washington will 
actually function. Cap and trade may make prison; 
ers out of us yet. 


SELLING THE SKY 


While many of us may accept the premises that 
each human life has the same intrinsic value, that 












all people are equal and that nothing entitles one 
person to produce more carbon dioxide than any- 
one else, these are hardly the principles guiding cli- 
mate policy. 

Not by a long shot. These days, the existence of 
carbon emissions is treated not as a political or eth- 
ical issue to be resolved but as an economic asset to 
be exploited. The atmosphere has been claimed as 
a private commodity. Corporations, with the aid of 
the UN, are buying and selling "rights" to pollute 
it. Consequently carbon trading is now the fastest. 
growing commodities market on Earth. But what 
exactly is the commodity these markets are ped- 
dling? It's a highly unusual product. It's not carbon 
that is being bought and sold but rather the assur- 
ance of its nonproduction. 

And what about these rights? If everyone has a 
right to the sky, does that mean rights are some- 
thing that can be transferred and speculated in, 
collected and hoarded? Can they be passed on and 
inherited? The answer to these and other equal- 
ly outlandish questions is an enthusiastic yes. Сар 
and trade gives corporations the "right" to pollute 
through the buying and selling of permits. Some 
of these permits are “grandfathered,” allowing old 
plants to avoid regulation. This means, counterin- 
tuitively, that the right to contaminate the environ- 
ment is bequeathed on the basis that one has a track 
record of doing just that. But even more problem- 
atic are the “offsets” that companies can purchase 
instead of cutting their carbon production. These 
offsets are credits generated by projects that claim. 
to reduce emissions but often don't, since there's 
no reliable system of monitoring or enforcement: 
wind farms in China, methane-capturing landfills 
in New England, old-growth forest protection proj- 
ects in South America. Investigative journalist Mark 
Schapiro - reporting on carbon trading from rural 
Brazil — exposed the system's fatal flaw, which also 
happens to be the secret to its profitability: No one 
has the power to remove junk credits from the mar- 
ket, even if there's proven misconduct. 
ames Hansen, the NASA scientist who was one 
irst to blow the whistle on global warming, 
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warns that cap and trade does little to slow climate 
change, while simultaneously removing all incen- 
tives to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. 
"Because cap and trade is enforced through the sell- 
ing and trading of permits, it actually perpetuates 
the pollution it is supposed to eliminate," Hansen, 
recently argued. “If every polluter's emissions fell 
below the incrementally lowered cap, then the price 
of pollution credits would collapse and the eco- 
nomic rationale to keep reducing pollution would 
disappear." Cap and trade ensnares us in a twisted 
prisoner's logic, deterring the most desirable out- 
come. Though the greatest good would come about 
if we quit producing greenhouse gases altogeth- 

er, formidable interests are now invested in keep- 
ing carbon-market profits high. That's why cap and 
trade won't get us out of the mess we're in. Instead, 
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as Hansen has cautioned, “it merely allows polluters 
and Wall Street traders to fleece the public out of 
billions of dollars.” It's been widely acknowledged 
that the market for trading permits will be loosely 
regulated and the actual “offsets” hardly supervised. 
Only a few months ago, the European Union admit- 
ted that carbon-trading fraud had cost the bloc’s 
governments $7.4 billion in lost tax revenue over 
the previous year and a half. But even for investors 
who don't engage in outright swindling, policing the 
carbon market is going to be a boondoggle of un- 
precedented proportion. 

And what a boon it will be, at least for those who 
know how to game the system. Much was made of 
Hillary Clinton’s announcement that the “United 
States is prepared to work with other countries to- 
ward a goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion a year 
by 2020 to address the climate change needs of de- 
veloping countries.” Even if that money actually 
manifests and is eventually dispersed, it involves 
sums that look positively paltry in comparison to 
the carbon market, which is already valued at well 
over a trillion dollars a year. Matthew Stilwell 
of the Institute for Governance and Sustainable 
Development described the Copenhagen summit 
as a “colonial moment,” explaining that rich coun- 
tries essentially traded “beads and blankets for 


Manhattan." He laments that the atmosphere, the 
last remaining unowned resource, has been carved 
up and allocated to the already wealthy. 

No wonder carbon-trading shops have been 
swamped with résumés in recent months. “I think 
that the guys on Wall Street, as well as people in 
related industries, all kind of see this as a growth 
area in the economy, or a potential growth area 
in the economy, and would like to get involved," 
Evan Ard, a spokesman for the carbon brokerage 
firm Evolution Markets, told the New York Times. 
All that despite the fact that even Deutsche Bank 
has condemned the current arrangement, com- 
plaining that the carbon market is ineffective and 
unlikely to contribute to cutting emissions “for the 
foreseeable future.” 


OUR CLIMATE IS NOT THEIR BUSINESS 


We are facing an unparalleled challenge. Unlike nu- 
clear weapons, greenhouse gases can't be contained. 
The stakes for humanity have never been higher. 
The prisoner's mindset will only doom us all. 

In a recent editorial Hansen asks us to consider 
what he calls the “perverse” impact cap and trade 
will have on altruistic actions. “Say you decide to 
buy a small, high-efficiency car,” he writes. “That 
reduces your emissions, but not your country's. 
Instead it allows somebody else to buy a bigger 
SUV - because the total emissions are set by the 
cap.” Hansen's observations inspire one to wonder 
what system would reward our altruistic impuls- 
es instead of stifling them? What arrangement will 
encourage us to dramatically curb our energy con- 
sumption, to invest in sustainable development, 
to quit acting entitled to every last ounce of the 
world's resources? 

Michael Hardt, coauthor of Empire and 
Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of Empire, 
argues that the solution is a system with the com- 
mon at its center, a category that includes ev- 
erything from the forests, seas and atmosphere 
to ideas, language and affects. The common, 
in Hardt's formulation, is that which eludes 









measurement and rebels against commoditization: 
It both defies and is deteriorated by property rela- 
tions. "Just as your land shares with the neighbor- 
ing land the benefits of rain and sunshine it will 
share too the destructive effects of pollution and 
climate change," he explains. The common also dis- 
rupts and exceeds the dominant measures of value. 
In other words, just as we cannot put a dollar value 
on human life — all we can say is that every human 
life is of equal worth — so we cannot assign a price 
to something as ubiquitous and essential as the at- 
mosphere or as integral to our species’ survival as 
carbon dioxide. Instead of struggling to determine. 
the cost of carbon — which can then be manipu- 
lated by the market - we should instead abide by 
Singer's simple equation: “опе person, one share." 
At Copenhagen the wealthy countries advocat- 
ed for modern-day indulgences, including offsets 
and credits, for those lucky enough to afford them. 
They faced off against the global south, which 
rightly continues to demand reparations for the cli- 
mate debt incurred by industrialized, colonizing 
nations over the last century. Hardt, who was in 
Copenhagen, saw the summit primarily as a strug- 
gle over the management of resources that must 
be shared, whether the world's powerbrokers want 
them to be or not. The challenge at hand, Hardt 
would later reflect, lay in developing “a politics of 
the common that both recognizes the real limits 
of the Earth and fosters our unlimited creative ca- 
pacities — building unlimited worlds on our lim- 
ited Earth.” In other words, the climate crisis has 
revealed the environment finite nature, its fragil 







balance and our precarious place therein. But the 
human imagination remains boundless, our capac- 
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ity for empathy and solidarity inexhaustible and the 
future uncertain. I 
For now the problem is not a lack of vision. We 


have both the moral principles to guide us - the at- = 
mosphere belongs to everyone, and everyone is of 

equal value — and a bounty of intelligent, effective ~ 
solutions on the table: setting ambitious a 
targets, instituting a carbon tax, establishing a “fee- 

and-dividend model,” investing in truly renewable 











































energy and sustainable development; 
¡the “polluter pays" standard, and leaving 
in the ground, among other ideas. The problem is 
the insatiable minority who wants to privatize the 
sky - and the lack of popular will to counter their 
arrogating ways. That said, hopeful signs indicate a 





growing opposition. The climate justice movement, 
currently making appearances around the world, 

is the best available evidence that we have not yet 
become hostage to the logic of the market, that the 
prisoner's mindset is not yet dominant. 

If climate change has taught us anything, it is 
that we can no longer remain oblivious to our in- 
terconnection. With the simple flip of a switch 
we contribute to the inundation of the Maldives. 
Maumoon's blunt question must ring in our ears: 
"On the basis that you know what you are doing is — 
wrong and you can see that the victim is begging 
for mercy ... would you commit murder?” It's still 
not too late to change our answer. 


Astra Taylor is the director of two documentaries about 
philosophy, Zizek! and Examined Life, both distributed by 
Zeitgeist Films and available on DVD. A companion book, 

Examined Life: Excursions with Contemporary Thinkers, is / 
available from The New Press. 
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The post-World War II American dream 
was a strange, fleeting moment in global 
history - an opulent and optimistic 50 
years when the world was our oyster and 
individual freedom reigned supreme. 
Now we're beginning to realize that this 
dazzling celebration of individual auton- 
omy begat some very dark consequences. 
It gave birth to entire generations of 
hyper-individuals plagued by a bottom- 
less hunger for MORE. Despite footprints 
five times larger than they should be, 
they still want MORE. And when they 
don't have the money, they turn their 
backs on reality, max out their cards and 
get what they want anyway. 

Over the space of only 50 years, 
consumption in America went up by 300 
percent and the American dream de- 
volved into an insatiable colony of hungry 
ghosts. If you scratch just beneath the 
surface of our ecological and economic 
crises, you'll find а crisis at the core of 
consciousness - a diseased way of life and 
sense of self - a cultural crisis of freedom- 
without-responsibility run amok. 

Now with the world's natural capital 
largely consumed and the climatic tip- 
ping point approaching fast, we're in for 
a massive reappraisal of what individual 
freedom and the pursuit of happiness are 
really all about. Is every person on the 
planet entitled to glide around in a ton of 
metal - air conditioning blasting, gasoline 
burning? Does every human being on 
Earth have the right to a fridge, a flush 
toilet, hot running water and a car? 


Lo d 
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ONE STANDARD FOR ALL 

Here's the $64-billion apocalypse-now 
question that Copenhagen failed to 
answer: Should the right to emit green- 
house gases be shared equally by all 
people on Earth? Known in diplomatic 
circles as the "per capita principle," this 
universal, one-standard-for-all principle 
has long been insisted upon by China, 
India, Brazil and most other developing 
nations. Applying this principle would 
allow each of the planet's seven billion 
people an annual emissions quota of 
2.7 tons of carbon dioxide. That's harsh 
news for Americans and Canadians, 
who currently emit 20 tons per person, 
Europeans who emit 9 tons, Australians 
who emit 18 tons and Japanese who 
emit 9 tons. 

So will we, the rich and powerful na- 
tions, abide by this principle? Do we have 
the self-discipline and spiritual fortitude 
to radically shrink our footprints? Will 
Al Gore move into a hut ... will Bill and 
Melinda Gates move out of their 70,000- 
square-foot mansion and learn to live 
frugally? Will a new set of cultural heroes 
emerge to lead us? Or, as the pain and 
sacrifice mount, will we suddenly throw 
down the gauntlet and fight to keep what 
we have? 

That's the stuff that world wars are 
made of. 


Lor Ha with, Kable 


Is a Holy War Against the Five-Planet 
Lifestyles of the West Justified? 


In January 2010, as the war against 
terrorism dragged into its ninth year, 
the ideological leader of the muja- 
hideen issued a statement that could 
have been drafted by any Western 
environmentalist: "Talk of climate 
change isn't extravagant specula- 
tion: It is a tangible fact that is not 
diminished by its being muddled by 
some greedy heads of major corpora- 
tions." Osama bin Laden then declared that "there 
must be accountability and punishment for those 
who head the major corporations and their politi- 
cal proxies, so that they stop their harmful actions 
against humanity." 

Hearing the *enemy" express sentiments so 
similar to our own inner thoughts is challenging. 
The momentum of environmentalism is stalling, 
co-opted by industrialists selling the toxic clean- 
ing agents for their own pollutants and by ce- 
lebrity politicians who smile for paparazzi while 
sabotaging global accords. Bin Laden's words 
breathe a new sense of intensity and potency into 
а complacent movement because behind his rhet- 
oric - which sounds so much like our own - are 
terrifying deeds. 

Environmentalism has always had a militant 
shadow. It is apparent in the seminal works of 
Edward Abbey, whose oeuvre encompasses nature 
writing at its most philosophically profound (Desert 
Solitaire), obstinately righteous (Fire on the Mountain) 
and passionately violent (The Monkey Wrench Gang). 
The last, of course, inspired the formation of Earth 
First! and continues to inform sporadic Earth 
Liberation Front actions. But until now environ- 
mental militancy has been minimal, recruitment 
constrained by its bourgeois Western origins. 

Bin Laden's clarion call changes all that. It 
marks the beginning of a holy war against the 
West that many Western environmentalists may 
come to endorse. Post-Copenhagen it is clear that 
our nominally democratic society is under the 
sway of a corporatist, obstructionist oligarchy 
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whose fat cats will jettison any sus- 
tainable vision of the future if it 
hurts their bottom line. And therein 
lies the significance of bin Laden's 
speech: While one can argue divi- 
sively about the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine, the potential for democ- 
racy in the Middle East and the vi- 
ability of alternatives to capitalism, 
it is both unarguable and unifying 
that humanity is hurtling toward a precipitous 
climate catastrophe. 

It is, of course, a highly suspect proposition 
that anyone in good conscience could rally behind 
bin Laden. He has blood on his hands that can 
never be washed off, no matter how green the wa- 
ter. And with a political biography eerily reminis- 
cent of Emmanuel Goldstein from George Orwell's 
1984, one must wonder whether bin Laden is ac- 
tually dead, a creation of the CIA or simply the 
pseudonym for a group of jihadist writers. The 
importance of bin Laden’s words, however, is not 
what they portend for his future but what they 
suggest for ours. 

There seem to be two possible scenarios that 
could prevent civilization's collapse. One is that 
we continue the scientific-materialist project: 
Embrace geoengineering wholeheartedly and 
hope that an entirely unnatural synthetic world 
can save us. The other possibility - and the one 
that seems increasingly likely - is that a charis- 
matic member of the mujahideen will arise to 
deliver a challenge that resonates with the materi- 
ally poor and the spiritually wealthy of every na- 
tion of the world. 

And when that happens, we will look back on 
the day we were first exposed to bin Laden's envi- 
ronmental plea and know that it was the begin- 
ning of a new era of solidarity between those who 
have rejected consumerism and the five billion 
others who never had a choice. 


Micah White 


The Way To Save The Earth 
by Osama bin Laden 


This is a message to the whole world about those who cause climate change and its dan- 
gers - intentionally or unintentionally — and what we must do. 

Talk of climate change isn't extravagant speculation: It is a tangible fact that is not di- 
minished by its being muddled by some greedy heads of major corporations. The effects 
of global warming have spread to all continents ofthe world. Drought, desertification and 
sands are advancing on one front. On another front, torrential floods and huge storms - 
the likes of which only used to be seen once every few decades — now reoccur every few 
years. That's in addition to the islands that are quietly and calmly sinking under the wa- 
ters of the oceans. And the pattern is accelerating. Reports by organizations dealing with 
the affairs of displaced people estimate that as many as a billion humans will be supplant- 
ed during the next four decades as a result of global warming. 

Lam not here to talk about partial solutions that merely lessen the harmful effects of 
global warming. Rather, Гат going to talk about looking fora solution to the problem at 
the root of the crisis. 

Records show that climate change has claimed huge numbers of victims - some of 
whom died of hunger and others who died of drowning. In the same year that James 
Hansen, director of the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies, confirmed the serious- 
ness of global warming, 140,000 people died and 24 million were displaced in floods in 
Bangladesh alone. The caravan of victims of climate change hasn't stopped since, so those 
behind it must be identified and a way of dealing with them specified. 

All industrialized countries, especially the major ones, bear responsibility for the glob- 
al warming crisis. Most of them have called on each other to commit to the Kyoto Protocol 
and have agreed to reduce emissions of harmful gases. However, Bush Junior — and prior to 
him, Congress - rejected this agreement in order to please the major corporations. They, 
therefore, are the real culprits behind the assault on the global climate, and this isn't the 
first of their crimes against humanity. They are behind the current global financial cri 
and they are behind all the speculation, monopolization and price rises in people's sus- 

То tenance. They are also behind globalization and its tragic consequences, which are rep- 
ented by the tens of millions of people added to the ranks of the impoverished and the 
ployed. And then, when the culprits themselves fall victim to their own evil deeds, the 
idents of countries rush to their rescue with public funds. In this way people's wealth 
ized without right twice: first through corporate fraud and monopolization and then 

rough governmental deception and power. 

Many senior capitalists are characterized by wickedness and hardheartedness and thus 

Pt care about the human disasters caused by their economic activities. Words, confer- 

sand demonstrations are of no use with such people. Hansen spoke out and warned 





Americans about the seriousness of global warming in 1988, but they didn't respond to 
him. The Kyoto conference took place at the end of the last century, but they didn't re- 
spond to it. And not even the largest demonstrations — much less the smaller ones — were 
able to deter them from their greed and tyranny. Prior to the invasion of Iraq in 2003, peo- 
ple throughout the world's continents participated in million-strong demonstrations in 
which they echoed one phrase: “No to the spilling of red blood because of black oil." But 
the result was that the mob boss mocked them and gave orders to start the savage assault 
on innocent people in Iraq whose only sin in his eyes was the presence of black gold in 
their country. So they killed, wounded, orphaned, widowed and displaced more than ten 
million Iraqis, and they are still murdering and pillaging. That's not to mention the crimes 
atAbu Ghraib and Guantánamo, those ugly crimes that shook the conscience of humani- 
ty. And after these lean years, there has been no discernible change in the things that mat- 
ter. After all of this their new proxy was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and, in an extreme 
example of the deception and humiliation of humanity, he accepted it. As has been said, 
the worst of ordeals is often the most humorous. 

With this, the bitter truth becomes clear: The world has been kidnapped by the heads 
of major corporations and they are steering it toward the abyss. The policies of the world 
today are not drafted to serve the interest of the people, they are motivated by the greed 
ofoil-robbers and warmongers - the beasts of predatory capitalism. Noam Chomsky was 
right when he pointed to a similarity between American policies and the policies of Mafia 
gangs. They are the real terrorists and drastic and decisive solutions are required to re- 
strain and subdue them. I offer you a number of solutions to restrain them from their sin 
and subdue their savagery. These are: 


First, the corruption ofthe climate stems from the corruption of hearts and deeds, and 
there is a close relationship between the two types of corruption. God the most high says: 
"Corruption has spread on land and in the sea because of what men's hands have wrought, 
that He may make them taste the fruit of some oftheir doings, so that they may turn back 
from evil." (30:41) So happy is the one who learns his lesson, asks for forgiveness and ded- 
icates all worship to God alone. 


Second, that we be economical in all of our affairs and avoid luxury and wastefulness, espe- 
cially in food, drink, clothing, housing and energy. 


Third, factories’ emissions stop when the factories stop, and the way to achieve their stop- 
page is easy, simple and in your hands. The wheel ofthe American economy is like a bicy- 
cle wheel: it stops moving ifit loses one link in its chain. Among the links ofthe wheel of 
the American economy are raw materials, capital and consumers. We can affect all these 
links to varying degrees, but the last one is the weakest and our ability to influence it the 
greatest. If the people of the world stop consuming American goods this last link will be- 
come even weaker, leading to a decrease in harmful gases. 





Fourth, there must be accountability and punishment for those who head the major согро- 
rations and their political proxies, so that they stop their harmful actions against human- 
ity. This is an easy thing for the American people — especially those affected by Hurricane 
Katrina and those who lost their jobs as a result of the economic crisis — because the cul- 
prits live in their midst, particularly in Washington, New York and Texas. Their position 
at the Denmark conference demonstrates their evasiveness and how they are not serious 
about making the moves required to deal with climate change. This has also been shown 
by their denial of responsibility for previous catastrophes and their refusal to compensate 
the victims. On the contrary, they continue to insist on meddling with the world climate 
for the sake of acquiring wealth, even if it is at the cost of our children's lives. 


Fifth, we should refuse to do business with the dollar and get rid of it as soon as possi- 
ble. I know this action has huge consequences and massive repercussions, but it is an 
important way to liberate humanity from enslavement and servitude to America and its 
corporations. 


Osama bin Laden, from "The Way to Save The Earth." 
To read the full text, visit the Nefa Foundation, nefafoundation.org. 





| woke up today. 

| felt nauseated as usual. 

I took a shower and thought 
Something horrible is going to happen. 
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My mind doesn't do that usually. Жж 


But don't feel things are correctable. 


| don't see democracy working. 

| don't see capitalism working. 

| don't see our culture working. 

I see the infighting and culture wars. 

| see continual fights on social issues. 
I see no hope for the unemployed. 

l see no hope for the middle class. 

| see pedophiles and drug addicts. 

| see car bombings and terrorist attacks. 
| see spree killings. 

| see reality TV eating our souls. 

| see friends and families giving up. 






The Blue Pill 


Giving up on their dreams. 

Not remembering when they had any. 

| feel like I'm in a movie. 

Yesterday after work | lay in the dark. 

| thought about my family. 

| thought about all the illnesses we have. 

| thought about the dreams for our children. 
| thought about the world they will inherit. 

| thought about the cost of their educations. 
| thought about the toxins in the water. 

| thought about the crime on the streets. 

I watched a show about the drug trade. 

| thought about America’s addictions. 

| thought about America's depression and anxiety. 


Anonymous 





: " , When you cut off arte- 
“fal blood to an organ, the organ dies. When you cut the flow of nature 
into people's lives, their spirit dies. It's as simple as that. Ч 
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We will become considerably 
more networked, living mainly 
in terms of proxy encounters. 
Inevitably hive behaviors will 
supplant acts of individual 
initiative. We will become 
far more of a symbol-trading 
species than we already 

are. The data stream, 
already overwhelming, 

will be managed by an 

array of programs and 
applications. What used 

to be a knowledge of facts 
and processes will become 
а knowledge of the most 
efficient ways to use those. 
highly developed prosthetic 
resources. Subjective 
individualism, waning as an 
ideal for decades now, will 
become nearly extinct. We 
will tend toward electronic 
collectivism, a kind of 
electronically aggregated 
Sense of identity. 


Sven Birkerts, author of The 
Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate 
of Reading in an Electronic 
Age 


In what ways do you feel that immersion in 
digital technologies is changing us as humans, 
culturally and individually? 





I'm one of those people who 
believes there is something 
vital about getting our hands 
in the soil and learning the 
habits of plants and animals. 
These days that makes me 
old-fashioned, but there are 
good reasons to be alarmed 
about the replacement of the 
natural world as our everyday 
context with a digital one. 
There is, for example, a good 
deal of scholarly thought and 
research on the childhood 
need to be immersed in 
nature. The gist of this 
scholarship is that when 
children are fed a diet of 
video games instead of real- 
life frogs and bugs they are 
deprived of crucial nutrients 
for their psychological and 
Spiritual development. These 
kids grow up to be alienated 
adults who do not know how. 
they fit into the big picture 
and who are less likely to 
care about ecological issues. 
Having unstructured childhood 
experiences in wild nature 
plays а central role in the 
making of environmental 
activists, whereas having 
only electronic information 
about the plight of the planet 
actually tends to turn people 
away from environmental 
activism. 


Andy Fisher, author of Radical 
Ecopsychology: Psychology in 
the Service of Life 





In many ways the digital age 
suits us — humans are highly 
sociable, novelty seeking, 
ever exploring and highly 
visual, Yet wedding ourselves 
to technology fully immerses 
us in a narrowed world 
where values and choices are 
circumscribed. The numeric, 
computational, instant and 
measurable are valued. 

The mysterious, messy and 
awkward biological realms 
are degraded. By living too 
completely in a computer- 
centric digital world, we risk 
becoming sated with the most 
faceless, thinnest means of 
communication ever invented. 
We also risk becoming 
shallow thinkers, unable to 
create or contemplate in 

the deepest senses of the 
words. I'm concerned about 
the drying up of our inner 
lives, the loss of our ability 

to imagine, to daydream, to 
wrestle with a problem, to 
intuit. 


Maggie Jackson, author of 
Distracted: The Erosion of 
Attention and the Coming 
Dark Age 


x 
Researchers from Stanford 
have shown that our brains 
have not evolved enough for 
us to be able to pick apart the 
difference between what we 
see on screens and what we 
see in front of us. We haven't 
physically evolved as fast as 
our culture has, so media 
reality. 

In virtual worlds, digital 
technology actually replaces 
your world. You can build 
the entire world the way 
you want it! You can have a 
new body, new friends and 
anew home. Most people 
misunderstand these “games” 
and overlook them. But | 
am convinced that a small 
nation-state of psychologists 
needs to research these 
worlds because they are 
much like the “New World,” 
the Americas, in the late 
1400s. Something big is 
about to happen there — 
new economies, social 
interactions, education and 
ways of living. It might sound 
implausible, but | think we 
have another 50 years before 
this "virtual continent" starts 
seriously impacting how you 
and | live. 








Mark Stephen Meadows, 
author of |, Avatar: The 
Culture and Consequences of 
Having a Second Life 
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| ask my ecotherapy clients, who are suffering from now- 
epidemic complaints in our culture of depression, anxiety, 
eating disorders, family discord, etc. to keep a "time diary" 
for a week, logging how much time they spend looking at 
screens versus looking at people, animals or nature. Most 
people are shocked at the results and even more surprised 
that | think their presenting problem may be directly related 
to the lack of nature-connection and natural ways of living in 


their life. — Linda Buzzell, coeditor of Ecotherapy: Healing with 
Nature in Mind 
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The most glaring effect is the 
neglect of traditional face-to- 
face communication. Young 
digital natives are training 
their brains for technological 
expertise but are not 
developing neural networks 
that modulate the ability to 
maintain eye contact during a 
conversation, recognize non- 
verbal cues, and perceive and 
convey empathy. 


Gary Small, author of iBrain: 
Surviving the Technological 
Alteration of the Modern 
Mind 


Martha Rosler 
Photo-op, From the series: 
"House Beautiful Bringing the 
War Home, New Series,” 2004 
Courtesy oftheartist 





Is there a connection between 
the quickening desolation of 
our physical environment and 
the growing lushness of our 
artificial media worlds? 





Yes, there is a strong 
connection, but which came 
first? Did the destruction 

of nature cause game 
developers and special effects 
wizards to want to create 
new and fantastic worlds? Or 
has the rise of sophisticated 
digital imagery, immersive 
virtual reality and augmented 
reality caused us to devalue 
real nature and thus destroy 
it? The irony is that cutting- 
edge technologies are being 
used to create pastoral 
environments like the Shire in 
The Lord of the Rings (both in 
Peter Jackson's movies and 
the online role-playing game], 
which appear to be lush and 
untouched by the dirty hands 
of humankind, 


Ethan Gilsdorf, author of 
Fantasy Freaks and Gaming 
Geeks: An Epic Quest for 
Reality Among Role Players, 
Online Gamers and Other 
Dwellers of Imaginary Realms, 
www.fantasyfreaksbook.com 


We are demystifying the 
world via technology — 

GPS, Google Earth, etc. — 
digesting it through images 
and assumptions of access. 
Less and less do we labor 

in ways that bind us to 

our environment. We have 
outsourced the physical 
world, made it a kind of 
recreation area (I'm talking 
about the privileged West 
here). A whole generation of 
kids spends more time playing 
games in virtual environments 
than on terra firma. How 

can our post-postmodern 
ways of living not modify our 
assumptions about nature 

as the basis of all things, the 
“mother”? — SB 





It will be a bunch of folks who 
have no sense of the sublime. 
A glimpse of the Pacific Ocean 
won't impress much nor will 

a gaze upward at EI Capitan. 
People will sit in Yosemite. 
Valley with a Blackberry 
handy, take a picture of Half 
Dome and send it to one 
hundred buddies. 


Mark Bauerlein, author of The 
Dumbest Generation: How the 
Digital Age Stupefies Young. 
Americans and Jeopardizes 
Our Future (Or, Don't Trust. 
Anyone Under 30) 


What will be the long-term consequences of 
our species” abandonment of living in nature in 
favor of living in media? 


Think of the amazing visual 
delights offered by Avatar, a 
movie being seen by millions 
of people around the world. 
How can a humble home 
village, let alone the average 
two-week vacation, compare 
with that virtual experience? 
Its possible to imagine a 
new generation of tourists 
who skip backpacking in 
Europe because infinite (and 
safer) pleasures can be һай 
by tapping at keyboards. | 
wonder and worry if someday 
we'll forget to value the. 
experience of walking, of 
feeling our body's interactions 
with the ground, wind, rain 
and gravity. If the natural 
world is devalued then it 
follows that we'll destroy it. 
-EG 





The short answer is that 

we ourselves will become 
mediated, living with the 
anxious sense of not being 
connected to what used to 
be primary. This will create a 
vicious circle — our only solace 
from this anxiety (aside from 
serotonin reuptake inhibitors, 
sleeping aids and intensive 
therapy sessions) will be to 
plunge more deeply into the 
distraction at the root of our 
unease. The big question 

for me is whether there will 
be any kind of "return of the 
repressed” kickback and 
what form it might take. How 
deeply programmed are we 
with the need to feel "real," 
to recognize ourselves as 
independent selves? - SB 





Well, | think it's delusional 
to believe that we could 

ever ultimately abandon 
living in nature. | prefer to 
pay attention to thinkers 

in fields like environmental 
education, ecopsychology 
and socialist ecology who are 
trying to call our culture back 
lor maybe forward) to some 
sort of earthly sanity. There 
are quite hopeful trends in 
such fields. | think it's going 
to become harder and harder 
down the road to interpret. 
our psychospiritual, physical 
and ecological ills in terms 
other than our historical 
estrangement from the 

living world. The local food 
movement's revolt against 
industrial agriculture is а 
good sign of where we might 
be heading more broadly. | 
would certainly take seven 
and a half hours in my own 
vegetable garden over seven 
and a half hours on Pandora. 
апу day. — AF 





If we abandon the natural 
Earth in favor of an artificial, 
digital world, we risk 
becoming humanoid robots — 
anesthetized to one another 
and the world around us, 
immobile and unable to think 
for ourselves. It sounds like 
science fiction but look around 
you: “Autistic” social relations 
predominate. Obesity is 

a scourge, Ignorance is 
mushrooming amid floods 

of accessible information. 

And the political system is 
paralyzed. Could this be a 
new dark age? — MJ 


a 


I've read studies that point 
out that heavy internet 
users are depressed. But the 
cause and effect should be 
evaluated. In other words, 
maybe it's that depressed 
people are heavy internet 
users. Or maybe it's that а 
depressed society squeezes 
people into increasingly 
manufactured spaces. They 
are no longer able to make a 
life for themselves where they 
get positive reinforcement 
for what they are naturally 
good at, so they become 
good at something unnatural. 


But in what might appear 

a contradiction, we're а 
symbolic species, a mediated 
species, and so in some ways 
this is natural for us. Digital 
technology is automated 
technology. It's another turn 
of the industrial revolution. 
And | don't like it because. 

it doesn't look sustainable. 
Perhaps in a couple hundred 
years when we have physical 
avatars, we'll have the chance 
to pick our lives, our real 
lives. But | don't see that 
being too good for us either. 

1 don't see an escape other 


than being careful and using 
technology with moderation. 
| like living in an inconvenient 
environment with no more 
than | need to be comfortable. 
Living on a boat with my wife 
in a brutal sea environment 
keeps me healthy, engages 
me in small communities, 
forces me to recognize what | 
use and constantly challenges 
me.- MSM 
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Esko Männikkö 
Untitled, 2004 
From the seres "Harmony Sisters” 


Rewild your psyche! 


Rewilding was a concept developed by environmental activists in the 
mid 90s to restore dying ecosystems by reintroducing key species 
like bears, wolves and otters. Now there is a corresponding strategy 
‘emerging to restore our dying mental and cultural environments by 
introducing wild new cognitive elements. A growing band of mental 
environmentalists are airing proactive subvertisements, uncommer- 
cials and anti-ads on commercial TV ... They are circling around glob- 
al conferences like wolves, heaving mindbombs into the sterile policy 
discussions, and they are launching a feral offensive of cognitive dis- 
` sonance and meme warfare on the internet. — KL 


Chevron | 
The Economist Group 
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“Let us consider the way in which we spend our lives,” Thoreau be- 
gan one of his essays, noting that since time was short he would 
“leave out all the flattery, and retain all the criticism,” as was his way. 
“What is it to be born free and not to live free?" he asked his fel- 

low citizens. “Is it a freedom to be slaves, or a freedom to be free, of 
which we boast?" America may have been free from political tyrants, 
but it was painfully clear to Thoreau that it was “still the slave of an 
economical and moral tyrant.” A tyrant called Mammon. 


This world is a place of “incessant business,” he was to lament, and 
there was "nothing, not even crime, more opposed to poetry, to phi- 
losophy, ay, to life itself, than this incessant business." He also wrote 
that "It would be glorious to see mankind at leisure for once,” but 
there is "nothing but work, work, work." To be sure, Thoreau was not 
opposed to labor, industry or enterprise, as such. His concern, rath- 
er, was that the ways by which money is acquired "almost without 
exception lead downward," almost always involve "lying, flattering, 
voting, contracting yourself into a nutshell of civility, or dilating into 
an atmosphere of thin and vaporous generosity, that you may per- 
suade your neighbor to let you make his shoes, or his hat, or his coat, 
or his carriage, or import his groceries for him." And "those services 
which the community will most readily pay for, it is most disagree- 
able to render." Thus, "It is not enough to [say] that you worked hard 
to get your gold. So does the Devil work hard." 

For these reasons Thoreau thought that to do anything merely for 
the sake of acquiring money or material superfluities was to be "truly 
idle or worse." The following passage states his position directly: 


If I should sell my forenoons and afternoons to society, as most ap- 
pear to do, Гат sure that for me there would be nothing left worth 
living Юг... I wish to suggest that a man may be very industrious, 
and yet not spend his time well. There is no more fatal blunderer 
than he who consumes the greater part of his life getting his living. 


But Thoreau saw his townsfolk laboring under this very mistake. "Tt 
is a fool's life,” he asserted bluntly, “as they will find when they get to 
the end of it, if not before.” He had traveled widely in Concord, and 
everywhere, in shops, offices and fields, the inhabitants seemed to 
him to be leading lives of “quiet desperation” and doing penance in a 
thousand remarkable ways. "The 12 labors of Hercules were trifling 
in comparison with those which my neighbors have undertaken; for 
they were only 12, and had an end; but I could never see that these 
men slew or captured any monster or finished any labor." Thoreau 
likened people's materialistic cravings to the heads of a hydra, noting 
that "as soon as one head is crushed, two spring up." 

The ancient Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu once said, "Those who 
know they have enough are rich." Thoreau was telling his contem- 
poraries that they had "enough" but that they did not know it, and 


so were poor. Always wanting more luxuries and comforts and nev- 
er content with less, he felt that they did not understand the mean- 
ing of “economy,” did not understand that the “cost of thing is the 
amount of ... life which is required to be exchanged for it." “Most 
men,” he wrote, “even in this comparatively free country, through 
mere ignorance or mistake, are so occupied with factitious cares 
and superfluously coarse labors of life that its finer fruits cannot be 
plucked by them.” By a “seeming fate,” there was “no time to be any- 
thing but a machine.” 

And for what? People's lives were being “plowed into the soil for 
compost” just to obtain “splendid houses” and “finer and more 
abundant clothing... and the like.” But as Thoreau was to insist: 
“Superfluous wealth can buy superfluities only.” Indeed he claimed 
that “most of the luxuries, and many of the so-called comforts of life, 
are not only not indispensable but positive hindrances to the eleva- 
tion of mankind.” More concerned about accumulating nice things 
or climbing the social ladder than they were about their own des- 
tinies, people astounded Thoreau with how “frivolous” they were 
with respect to their own lives - as if they could “kill time without 
injuring eternity.” 

Thoreau's life is a reminder that dedicated individuals can estab- 
lish a simpler, freer way of life for themselves, simply by adopting a 
new frame of mind and acting on it with creativity and conviction. 
Doing so may not be easy, of course, since it will involve moving 
away from where most of humankind is marching. But as Thoreau 
would say, “Ша man does not keep pace with his companions, per- 
haps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the 
music which he hears, however measured or far away." Thoreau 
would also advise us not to wait for our politicians or peers to attain 
enlightenment before we begin our journey toward simplicity, for it 
might be a long time before they wake up. Those who have the cour- 
age to go forward alone, however, can start today. 


Samuel Alexander is the author of Voluntary Simplicity: The Poetic Alternative to 
Consumer Culture (available online at fishpond.com.au). He is the founder of the 
Life Poets' Simplicity Collective, a grassroots "network of imaginations" dedicated 
to advancing the Voluntary Simplicity Movement, simplicitycollective.com. 








The people of the future will look back on our era as a 
wonderful moment in planetary history when the air was 
still cool in the mornings, pristine rivers flowed and wild 

grizzlies roamed snow-capped mountains. 





O Anastasia Cazabon 


Did I live a good life... or did I live 
off the backs of future generations? 


What would we do in response to a terminal diagnosis? We might be over- 
whelmed with many different feelings and go through a difficult period of 
despair and depression. But such a crisis can often wake us up in a radical 
way and bring us back to the most important things in life. Things get sim- 
ple: Spend time with those you love and in places you love. Sort out your 
unfinished business. People who have had brushes with death don't return 
wishing they had spent more time in the office. The heart takes over. In the 
words of Deep Ecologist Joanna Macy: 


Whatever happens, this can be a moment of unparalleled awakening. We 
have а sense of what it means for an individual to wake up. For the col- 
lective to awaken, we cannot even imagine what it will be like. The evolu- 
tionary pressure on us now, which can feel so ghastly, pushes us toward 
this awakening. Life-forms have gone through periods when it must have 
seemed totally hopeless. For example, when oxygen was a poison, who 
could have imagined that life would develop the breathing apparatus to use 
it?I don't think we've been given any absolute guarantee that conscious life 
on Earth will continue. It might. It might not. In either case, this is a most 
extraordinary and beautiful moment. Because in this moment we can make 
a choice for loving life and taking care of each other. Right up to the end, we 
can make that choice, and that's glorious. So we don't need to ask, ^Will it 
go on forever?" 


If we allow ourselves to feel, crisis opens an opportunity for awakening ful- 
ly to the present. Then we take action for different reasons. We are no lon- 
ger heroes trying to save the world. We don't consume too much because it 
doesn't feel good now. We recycle and reuse because there is no "away" to 
throw things. Living sustainably is simply about living with integrity now, 
not for some imaginary future. If we ever really thought we lose power in 
losing "things," we find that living with integrity is where we find our pow- 
er, success and liberation. Slowing right down, surrendering to despair and 
living through darkness without fighting it is a very different kind of hero 
myth, one that therapists know a great deal about. 


Mary -Jayne Rust is Jungian analyst who lectures and writes on ecopsy- 
chology. Excerpted from "Climate on the Couch," Psychotherapy and Politics 
International, 2008. The full version can be read at mjrust.net. 





A pristine example of Akira Kurosawa's cinematic poetry and 
one of the great movies of all time, Ikiru (To Live) tells the story 
of an obsessive government bureaucrat who suddenly discovers 
that he only has a few months left to live. In a last grasp for 
meaning, he transcends bureaucratic stasis and transforms an 
urban cesspool into a children's playground. There he dies one 
evening, satisfied, swinging happily in the snow. 











Laws are passed, uniforms designed, theories float like butterflies over the mountains and val- 
leys and deserts. Things are Mexican or things are American or people are settlers or pioneers 
or savages or aliens, men are outlaws or lawmen, boundaries are violated or secured, armies 
sweep through, order is insisted upon, revolutions come and go and succeed or fail and it is all 
under control at all times whether there is control or not. Havoc is disguised as police, violence 
parades as an economy, murder described as establishing peace or law and order, and the bu- 
gles blow, dust rises from the cavalry, warriors descend with lances and clubs, screams slash the 
blue sky and it weeps blood, governments tremble, the men gather on the mesa and puzzle out 
the science of mass murder, and the rains fail, cattle die, villages are put to the sword, entire na- 
tions of feathers and tongues fall dead at our feet, the books arrive - those histories - and all 
this is tidied up and made sense of, history becomes the final suicide where we block ourselves 
off from the earth, from the ancestors, from ourselves and from the hungers that feed our dread. 
1 go outside in the night and si ynd as it slopes toward the creek and rats appear and 
[oo and spills о, h doors, yes, the rats 









From Creature by Andrew Zuckerman, 


CHARLIE PARKER 





Countcsyofthe Arist 
Photograph by Ellen Page Wilson 


were here when Cortés rocked on a 
ship off Veracruz dreaming of con- 
quest, back then, even earlier, but cer- 
tainly back then. The rats came out in 
the night and moved right here where | 
sit, a continuous thread of rats reach- 
ing far back with love and anger and 
lust and dreams and reaching past any 
place my world will ever attain, and the 
rats know but will not say what they 
know and so we must find out, experi- 
ence the fantasy of power and control, 
and finally we will go under like every 
one of our kind they have ever seen 
and still they will come out in the night 
and move around, not making a sound, 
not a single sound, but move around 
and thrive as the creek purls along in 
the black love of the night. We must not 
play it safe if we wish to share the wis- 
dom of the rats. 





From Creature 
by Andrew Zuckerman 
We stand on the deck, Cortés is pac- 
ing, it is early in the 16th century, an 
empire is in the offing, he paces, and 
within 20 years, men just like him will 
cross what we now call the border, as 
men have been crossing that line on 
our maps for thousands of years. 
Our idea of history is the end of 
history, of tracking a concentration of 
power that finally reaches critical mass, 
and by an explosion of force solves all 
problems and ends all change forever, 
amen. 
No rat has ever believed our history. 


Charles Bowden, excerpted from his book 
Trinity, University of Texas Press, Austin, 2009. 
A longer version of this essay appeared in the 

January 2010 edition of Harper's magazine. 
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IT ALL BEGAN WITH A STOP AT A RED LIGHT... 
by Nicholas Kristof 


Kevin Salwen, a writer and entrepreneur in 
Atlanta, was driving his 14-year-old daugh- 
ter, Hannah, back from a sleepover in 2006. 
While waiting at a traffic light they saw a black 
Mercedes coupe on one side and a homeless 
man begging for food on the other. 
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"Dad, if that тап had a less nice car, that man 
there could have a meal,” Hannah protested. The light 
Changed and they drove on, but Hannah was too young 
to be reasonable. She pestered her parents about in- 
equity, insisting that she wanted to do something. 

"What do you want to do?" her mom responded. 
"Sell our house?" 

Warning! Never suggest a grand gesture to an ide- 
alistic teenager. Hannah seized on the idea of selling 
the luxurious family home and donating half the pro- 
ceeds to charity, while using the other half to buy а 
more modest replacement home. 


Eventually that's what the family did. The project — 
crazy, impetuous and utterly inspiring — is chronicled 
in a book by father and daughter scheduled to be pub- 
lished next month: The Power of Half. It's a book that, 
frankly, I'd be nervous about leaving around where my 
own teenage kids might find it. An impressionable child 
reads this, and the next thing you know your whole 
family is out on the street. 

Ata time of enormous needs in Haiti and else- 
where, when so many Americans are trying to help 
Haitians by sending everything from text messages to 
shoes, the Salwens offer an example of a family that 





came together to make a difference — for themselves 
as much as for the people they were trying to help. 
Ina column a week ago, I described neurological evi- 
dence from brain scans that altruism lights up parts of 
the brain normally associated with more primal gratifi- 
cations such as food and sex. The Salwens' experience 
confirms the selfish pleasures of selflessness. 

Mr. Salwen and his wife, Joan, had always assumed 
that their kids would be better off in a bigger house. 
But after they downsized, there was much less space 
to retreat to, so the family members spent more time 
around each other. A smaller house unexpectedly 
turned out to be a more family-friendly house. 

"We essentially traded stuff for togetherness and 
connectedness,” Mr. Salwen told me, adding, "I can't 
figure out why everybody wouldn't want that deal." 

One reason for that togetherness was the com- 
plex process of deciding how to spend the money. The 
Salwens researched causes and charities, finally set- 
tling on the Hunger Project, a New York City-based in- 
ternational development organization that has a good 
record of tackling global poverty. 

The Salwens pledged $800,000 to sponsor health, 
microfinancing, food and other programs for about 
40 villages in Ghana. They traveled to Ghana with a 
Hunger Project executive, John Coonrod, who is an in- 
spiration in his own right. Over the years, he and his 
wife donated so much back from their modest aid- 
worker salaries that they were among the top Hunger 
Project donors in New York. 

The Salwens' initiative hasn't gone entirely smooth- 
ly. Hannah promptly won over her parents, but her 
younger brother, Joe, was (reassuringly) a red-blooded 
American boy to whom it wasn't intuitively obvious that 
life would improve by moving into a smaller house and 
giving money to poor people. Outvoted and outmaneu- 
vered, Joe gamely went along. 


The Salwens also are troubled that some peo- 
ple are reacting negatively to their project, seeing 
them as sanctimonious showoffs. Or that people are 
protesting giving to Ghana when there are so many 
needy Americans. 

Still, they have inspired some converts. The peo- 
ple who sold the Salwens their new home were so 
impressed that they committed $100,000 to the proj- 
ect. And one of Hannah's closest friends, Blaise, 
pledged half of her baby-sitting savings to an envi- 
ronmental charity. 

In writing the book, the Salwens say, the aim wasn't 
actually to get people to sell their houses. They real- 
ize that few people are quite that nutty. Rather the aim 
was to encourage people to step off the treadmill of 
accumulation, to define themselves by what they give 
as well as by what they possess. 

“No one expects anyone to sell a house,” said 
Hannah, now a high school junior who hopes to be- 
come a nurse. "That's kind of a ridiculous thing to do. 
For us, the house was just something we could live 
without. It was too big for us. Everyone has too much 
of something, whether it's time, talent or treasure. 
Everyone does have their own half, you just have to 
find it” 

As for Kevin Salwen, he's delighted by what has un- 
folded since that encounter at the red light. 

"This is the most self-interested thing we have ever 
done,” he said. “I’m thrilled that we can help others. 
T'm blown away by how much it has helped us." 


Nicholas Kristof is a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner 
and a columnist for the New York Times. 
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Send us your best stories, 
photographs, epiphanies: 
editor@adbusters.org, 
artdirector@adbusters.org 


GeorgSesslerand 
Student Fadime Andic 
atthe Projekt Room. 
Tensta Excibition Hall, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
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> To see the Sunrise and set is to bear witness to the 
rotation of the Earth ... to actually. fee/ the Earth.spin. 
‘So.venture into the dawn and greet the ascending sun 








and spend a quiet moment watching it'fall. Because, 
if you do not experience the universe directly, you 
cannot count yourself among its moving parts... Ыя 








Penelope Umbrico began the “Suns from Flickr” project in 2006 
while searching for the most photographed subject on Flickr. She 
found 541,795 pictures of sunsets and collected those that had the. 
most defined sun. She cropped out the suns, uploaded the images. 
to Кодак сот and made 4-by-6-inch C-prints of them. 

“1 think it's peculiar that the sun - quintessential life-giver, 
constant in our lives, symbol of enlightenment, spirituality, 
eternity, all things unreachable and ephemeral, omnipotent 
provider of optimism and vitamin D and so often photographed - 
is now subsumed by the internet, equally infinite but enclosed by 





" a closed electrical circuit. Looking into this cool electronic space 
= опе finds a virtual window onto the natural world." 





Penelope Umbrico 
5477 483 Suns from Flickr (Paral 4/28/09, 2009 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 





Adbusters launched an ambitious design project in 2009. The One Flag compe- 
tition was a search for a design that could somehow transcend the exclusion- 
ary nationalist motif that defines individual flags, speaking instead to the idea 

of universal solidarity and human cohesion. It was a search for a flag that could 
be flown over any soil, punctuate any horizon and be hoisted above hovel and 
manor alike. While we received an overwhelming number of entries from design- 
ers around the world - many inspiringly original and subtly poignant - none quite 
captured the admittedly abstract notion of one united world. The project was ulti- 
mately abandoned. 

But recently we came across a design full of dawning promise: a series of 
small images united into one that made us revisit the possibility of finding our 
flag. We believe that this flag's suns, rising and setting over each of the world's 
countries, communicate cohesion, continuity and hope. What do you think? What 
does this image say to you? If we were to produce this flag, would you fly it? 





Observe what goes on within and without you. Take off your clothes and ob- 
serve your body in the mirror. See it as naked for five minutes then see it as 
nude for five minutes. Before you eat your dinner, observe what's on your 
plate for three minutes. Eat it without utensil с for one hour — not in. 
this city, not in this state, not in this country. Walk, rather, for one hour оп 
the Earth without knowing in advance where you are going. 


Bernard McGrane, Adbusters #8 





Photos by Ruth Skinner 
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All the joy the World contains ^ : 

Has come through wishing happiness for others 

All the misery the world contains 

Has come through wanting pleasure for oneself 


— Shantideva, The Way of the Bodhisattva 





